
Brethren, 
 

 

We started of September with another  
successful “Bring A Friend” night. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the Camaraderie, Fellowship, and 
Brotherhood shared by all. I would like to Thank 
W:Bro Wade, Bro Maynor, and W:Bro Auck for the 
presentations. As always they were informative, 
thoughtful, and well presented. I appreciate the 
help with the meal and everyone who attended. I 
believe we have already received a petition or 
two. It was a great showing for the other guest in 
attendance. 
 
Our second stated meeting brought another 
brother to the craft by introducing him into the first 
degree in Masonry, The Entered Apprentice 
Degree. I think we did an outstanding degree and 
I liked seeing everyone getting involved. My hat’s 
off to Bro Guy for an excellent degree. I look 
forward to seeing him do another in the future. 
 
Our first stated meeting in Oct will honor our Past 
Masters, Widows, and 25/50 year members with a 
dinner. This open meeting will feature the singing 
of the Baton Rouge Chorus of Sweet Adelines 
and some other presentations. At our second Oct 
meeting we will be advancing a few brothers to 
the Degree of Fellow Craft. I may also call a 
special for another Entered Apprentice Degree 
before the month is out.  
 
November will bring elections and more degree 
work. So if you are interested in a part, please 
step up and try it out. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone soon. 
 
 
Your Friend and Brother, 
R. Shane Marchand, WM 
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      The Power Of the Opening Ritual   
(from the Masonic Education Committee) 

 

It might be any Lodge of Freemasons, anywhere. 
 

One by one and by twos and threes, the brethren filter in 
to the dining room, serve themselves from the sideboard, 
and gather at tables for dinner and fellowship. 
 

A late arriving member notes excited conversations 
underway, here and there, as he hastily eats, dons an 
apron, and – just in time – takes a seat in the blue room. 
 

The Master’s gavel falls. 
 

Subtly, a change comes over every man present.  Each 
officer at his station and every member in his seat – all 
respond in quiet unison to the implied message of the 
opening ritual.  All have, for now, left the profane world 
behind; they have entered the Temple of Brotherly Love. 
 

This is the power of the opening ritual.  By the time the 
Great Lights have been displayed, mundane matters of 
the world beyond the temple have been left behind, laid 
aside, for a while, in favor of something revered by all 
Masons. 
 

The opening ritual has worked a transformation.   
 

From the opening gavel to the closing gavel, those 
present are, while still the same,  “not themselves”, as 
they exist from moment to moment in the profane world.  
Without notice, the opening ritual has, for a brief while, 
elevated all present to a different plane – a shared, 
transcendent plane.   
 

Prior to the rap of the Worshipful Master’s opening gavel, 
conversations had been several and diverse, varying in 
topic and in tone – varying from the sublime, perhaps, to 
the ridiculous.   
 

But now, wordlessly, all have come together on the 
common ground of a sacred Brotherhood of man, under 
the Fatherhood of God, to do the Lodge’s business; to 
share a common perception of themselves and of 
Humanity; and to pause for a while and renew 
themselves, laying aside the Particulars of day-to-day life, 
in favor of the Universals of a higher Morality.  
 

Routine and rote though it may seem, the Opening Ritual 
has, nevertheless, worked a mystical transformation.    
 

A Masonic Communication has been opened. 

 

Past EVENTS 
Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 

*End Summer Attire* 
Sept 3 - Bring A Friend, What is Masonry?[OPEN] 
Sept 13 - 13

th
 District Lodge Meeting (Any Officer that has 

not attended a district meeting, Must attend this meeting) 
Nominate 2016 DDGM 
Sept 17 – Entered Apprentice Degree, Recognize 
POW/MIA Day (Sept 19) 

 

Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Oct 1 - Past Master, Widows, 25-50 yr members 

OPEN MEAL/Entertainment 
Oct 15 – Fellowcraft Degree 

Columbus Day Observance - Presentation 
Nov 5 - Election of 2016 Officers 
Nov 19 - Thanksgiving Dinner, Veterans Recognition 

(Nov 11) - OPEN MEAL? 
Dec 3 – Stated meeting 
Dec 6 - 13

th
 District Lodge Meeting 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

Greetings from the West, Brethren! 
 

 
Wages are definitely owed this month to all of the Brethren who stepped up to make our second guest night a  

HUGE success. We had several guests take petitions. I also want to say a special thank you and congratulations to Bro. 
Casey Guy who, for the first time, conferred the Entered Apprentice Degree that we did on September 17

th
. Bro. Casey 

did an excellent job and put a lot of hard work into learning the part. 
 

I was thinking the other day about one of what I consider to be one of the more remarkable things in the nature of 
Freemasonry, and that is the Harmony that prevails amongst Brethren who come from so many different backgrounds 
and cultures.  
 

In our Chaplain’s opening prayer we ask that the Lodge may reflect the order and beauty which reigns before the throne 
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe. Of course this is an ideal, and one that we, as imperfect human beings, often 
fall short of. Yet despite the imperfection of human nature, I believe that the Masonic Lodge comes closer to that ideal 
than virtually any other human institution.  
 

You frequently see social and religious organizations riven by discord among members over small points and 
disagreements (and we as Masons are not immune to this!), but, somehow, Masons are able to disagree and yet still 
meet together on the level, part upon the square, and still love their Brother with whom they disagree. 
 

Perhaps it is the teachings of the liberal arts and sciences, introduced in the Fellowcraft degree, that results in a certain 
level of open mindedness in members of the craft. Perhaps those who seek to join Freemasonry are already of a more 
open minded bent, and this quality of being able to separate the argument from the person is enhanced by the lessons 
of our Ancient Craft. 
 

I recently heard it said that some of the hardest words to say are “You might be right”. Think for a moment about what all 
goes into being able to honestly say that to someone with whom you disagree. A respect for person as a member of the 
Brotherhood of Man, a knowledge of rhetoric and logic to understand their position, and a level of self-awareness to 
apply logic to your own position in a challenging fashion. All of these things are taught in the lessons and degrees of 
Freemasonry. 
 

Whatever the cause, as I view the world today I see a great need for the application of the lessons of Freemasonry. 
Then again, this isn’t any different from the state of the world at many other times when Freemasonry’s lessons would 
have been of value to the world at large. 
 

I hope to see you all at the Lodge soon! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 
Fraternally yours, 

 

  



 

 

 
                                                                Are you a reading Freemason? 

 
There are several ways which we as Freemasons we may honor our obligations, not the 
least of which is reading. For those who have experienced Pike's Morals and Dogma 
only to stop reading anything Masonic, perhaps I have good news. While books by 
Freemasons about Freemasonry and the Book of Sacred Law for your particular faith 
are the most beneficial in understanding symbology, Freemasonry may be borne by 
other books!  
 

As I write this, we are just 89 days until the seventh installment of the Star Wars saga. I 
was 5 years old when the first movie came out, and like so many my age, I own all the 
movies and have more than a few books of the expanded universe. While I will not be 
joining the Romantic School of Freemasonry by announcing that long, long ago in a 
galaxy far away the Jedi were the first practitioners of the Masonic arts, perhaps there is 
merit to the growth of mankind in these works. For those not familiar, the premise is that 
there is a "Force" in life and that some beings have the ability to work with it to make 
people change their minds, move things without touching them or assist them to be 
stronger, faster and quicker when helping others. The good guys are called Jedi; those 
who seek to corrupt others and benefit themselves are called Sith and they practice the 
Darkside of the Force. In the latest book, Heir to the Jedi, one of the main characters 
tries to make his way through learning the ways of the Force without a teacher. He 
knows a little about the Force and that anger, fear and hate lead one to the Darkside. 
The story is how to learn the rules and be a better person in practice. Sounds a little like 
Freemasonry.  
 

It is the same with the Sacketts of Louis L'Amour, the Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. 
Lewis, or Jean Louise "Scout" Finch in Go Set a Watchman. There are also very well 
developed short stories/essays such as Hemingway's The Sun Also Rises or C. S. 
Lewis' Great Divorce, which has nothing to do with marriage; rather it rebuts Blake's 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell.  
 

I hope you seek out the traits of a well developed person in all that you read and then 
put them into practice. Maybe you'll even share the details when next we meet. Until 
then, may the Force be with you, always... 
 
Nicholas Auck  Chaplain 

Good morning Brethren! 
 
I just wanted to take a few minutes to remind you of a few upcoming events at St. James Lodge. 
 
This Thursday, October 1st, we will have a special OPEN meeting to honor our Past Masters, 25 and 
50 year members. All members are encouraged to invite their families to join us, and also take this 
opportunity to invite a guest who might be interested in Masonry. 
 
A meal will be served at 6:30 PM, with the program at 7:30 PM which will include a special 
performance by the Sweet Adelines! 
 
On Thursday, October 15th, we will confer a few Fellowcraft degrees. If you are interested in taking 
part please let me know! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 



 

"Old Tiler Talks" by Carl Claudy -1924 
 

GEOMETRIC BULL 
 

"There are a lot of things in Masonry," began the New Brother to the Old Tiler. 
 
"Bravo!" cried the Old Tiler, sarcastically. "Who told you all that?" 
 
"And some of them," continued the New Brother, "are more or less bull. I yield to no one in my love for the order, 
but I see its faults. And when I am expected to learn the science of geometry as a part of Masonry I know I am 
being bulled. There is no more sense to including geometry in the second degree than there would be including 
paleontology or..." 
 
"I love to hear a man say he can see the faults of Masonry," interrupted the Old Tiler, "because then I am in the 
presence of a master mind. Generations of philosophers have made Masonry what it is. When a new brother can 
plainly see its faults he is greater than all of these." 
 
"Of course I did not mean it that way. I just meant that I, er, you know..." 
 
"Do I? Well, then I suppose I'd better not mince words about it. To say there is no sense to geometry in the 
second degree is to advertise the fact that you know nothing and care less for the symbolism of the order. Take 
from Masonry its symbolism and all you have left is a central thought with no means of expression. Imagine a 
great musician, deaf, blind, and paralyzed, his heart ringing with wonderful melodies and harmonies, yet unable 
to give them expression, and you have a mental picture of Masonry without symbolism. Symbolism is Masonry's 
means of expressing thought, and geometry, in the second degree, is not an arithmetical study, but a symbol. 
 
"Geometry was an outgrowth of the first science. The first glimpse brute man had there was aught in nature but 
haphazard chance or the capricious doing of a superior overlord was when he learned the stupendous fact that 
two and two always make four. 
 
"From that humble beginning and recognition of the master law of the universe-which is, that law is universal, 
unchanging, and invariable-grew the study of things; their surfaces, their areas, their angles, their motions, their 
positions. Modern methods have gone farther than Euclid, but his work was perfectly done and Euclid's geometry 
stands today as a perfect thing, as far as he took it. 
 
"Geometry is the science of order. Reaching back to the first recognition that there was order in the world, it may 
stand for anyone who has eyes to see, as it does stand in Masonry, for man's recognition of God in the universe. 
It is a  symbol of universality. By geometry we know that natural law on earth is nature's law for the stars. There 
have been few atheists in the world, but I venture to say that none of them have been geometricians or 
astronomers. They know too much to deny the existence of the Great Geometer when seeing His work. 
 
"Geometry is everywhere. It is in the snowflake's measured lines of crystallization. There is geometry of the 
honeycomb and a geometry of the cone of a fir tree. Mountains stand or fall as they obey or disobey the laws of 
geometry and the spider in her web and the planets in their orbits alike work according to the universal laws of 
geometry. 
 
"'I think God's thoughts after Him,' said the great astronomer Kepler, looking through his telescope and thinking 
of the geometry of the skies.  
 
"If we know two angles and one dimension, we can find the other dimension. Man has angles and dimensions; 
and if we know enough of them we can find the rest. One of a man's angles is his love of Masonry. Given a real 
love of Masonry as one angle, a willingness to live her precepts as the other and we can tell what sort of a man 
he is now, used to be, and will be in the future. 
 
"It is a real geometry the second degree commends to you, my brother, because it is a symbol of law and order, 
of Deity, of universality. But it is spiritual geometry which you should study rather than the propositions of Euclid, 
bearing in mind that they are symbols of that which Masonry most venerates, most wisely teaches, and most 
greatly loves. 
 
"Our ancient brother Pythagoras discovered the wonderful demonstration of the Great Architect which is the 
forty-seventh problem of Euclid. And so when I hear a young squirt of a Mason, with his eyes barely opened to 
the long path which is Masonry winding through the stars to God, say that the geometry in the second degree is 
bull, I wish I were young enough to take him out in the back lot and treat him as I would a small boy who found 
humor in church and fun in sacred things, and..." 
 
"Oh, stop!" cried the New Brother. "I was wrong. I didn't understand. Say, where can I get a geometry book? I 
want to know more about that forty-seventh problem." 
 
"In the reading room," growled the Old tiler. "And, say, son, when you get it in your head, come back here and 
explain it all over again to me, will you?" 


