
Memorable Days…. 
 

 

Brethren, 
 

I hope everyone had a great Memorial Day and took 
time to give Thanks to all those who have given all 
in the name of Freedom.  
 

Being a service member myself, I always take time 
to remember the fallen and I am thankful for their 
sacrifice. For all those that have served, are serving 
and will serve, I thank you for your service. 
 

The month started off with the H&I program and the 
official visit of the Grand Master. I thought we had 
an excellent program with the two recipients that 
were present to receive their certificates and checks. 
The Grand Master, Most Worshipful William J. 
Mollere, presented an excellent talk on Honesty 
and Integrity and how they tie into the teachings 
of Masonry. There was a good meal, great 
fellowship, and a good time was had by all. 
 

At our second stated communication, we conducted 
an Entered Apprentice degree. Welcoming another 
brother to the craft is always a great feeling. The 
talks and lectures that were given were, by far, 
some of the best I have seen. It is always great to 
see brothers that have passion for the craft, express 
that passion through their contributions during 
degrees. The entire degree team did a superb job. 
Even with some short notice fill-ins, the degree went 
off without a hitch. 
 

We will have a Fellow Craft degree at our first 
meeting in June, with a possibility of 3 candidates. 
We will follow this with an open meeting, celebrating 
Flag Day, with the Boy Scouts, at our second 
meeting in June. We will have a good old fashion 
family cook out, with Hamburgers and Hot Dogs. I 
look forward to seeing everyone. Please feel free to 
bring your family and friends. 
 

Thanks to all who continue to make my year as 
Master pleasurable and successful.  
 

Your Friend and Brother, 
R. Shane Marchand, WM 
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Special Lodge Coasters Available! 
 

Some of you have already seen, and purchased 
one (or more) of these nice tumbled limestone 
coasters featuring the Lodge's old letterhead 
logo. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I still have about 10 left, and am selling them for 
$10/each. All proceeds will be used by the lodge 
to support a charity to be identified that 
positively impacts our downtown community. 
 

If you are interested in obtaining one (or more!) 
please let me know, if they prove to be very 
popular we will order more! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 
Past EVENTS 

Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 
May 4 – 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
May 7 - Grand Masters Official Visit (Confirmed), Honesty & 

Integrity Program - OPEN MEAL 
May 21 - Memorial Day Observance (May 25) – 
Presentation. EA Degree. 

Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

*Begin Summer Attire* 
Jun 1– 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
Jun 4 - Stated Communication, Masonic Education/ FC 
Degree 
Jun 7 - 13th  District Lodge Meeting 

Jun 18 - - OPEN MEAL - Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, Flag 

Day Observance (June 14) with Boy Scouts and 
Explanation of Flags, St. John the Baptist Day Observance 
(June 24),  
Jul 2 Stated Communication Independence Day (July 4) 
Observance. 
Jul 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic Education/Degree 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

Greetings from the West, Brethren! 
 

Special thanks to all those members who attended and participated in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree on May 21st, one visiting Brother described the mood in the lodge that evening as 
"sublime", and everyone commented on what a fine job was done by all involved in welcoming a 
new Brother to our Lodge. 

 

We have a Fellowcraft Degree coming up on June 4th, if you are interested in participating in it please let me 
know! 
 

This Masonic year is now about half over, and later this month we will celebrate the feast of St. John the 
Baptist, which also happens to mark the 298th anniversary of the founding of the first Grand Lodge and the 
202nd anniversary of the healing of the rift between the Ancient and Modern Grand Lodges to form the United 
Grand Lodge of England, and starting in 2017 it will also be the date of the Louisiana Grand Lodge Session, a 
return to the early tradition of Grand Lodge Years starting on that auspicious feast day. 
 

Masonry uses symbolism to illustrate great truths, but those symbols are never obvious and often require 
years of study, reflection, and discussion with fellow Masons to fully understand. St. John the Baptist's Day 
falls on, or very near, the Summer Solstice each year, which for many ancient cultures symbolized the start of 
a new year, the peak of warmth and light, a time for renewal and looking forward to a bountiful harvest to 
come, the point at which the dark days of winter were pushed farthest away. 
 

Each year I mention the ties of renewal and looking forward to a new year at this time, because I truly believe 
that as Masons we are called to rededicate ourselves to our Craft and our Lodges at this time each year. It is 
more than just a date on the calendar, it is a reminder, through the connection to one of the Patron Saints of 
all Lodges, of the duties to which each of us are obligated. So on June 24th, take a moment to look back at the 
past year, have you been living Masonry in your daily life and meeting your obligations? Then look forward at 
the coming year and rededicate yourself to living the principles of Masonry in your daily walk through life and 
to supporting our Ancient Craft to the best of your abilities. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all at a meeting soon, until then I remain, 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
 

Senior Warden 

 

  



 

Greetings Brethren! 
 

Back in 1994, as part of the St. James Lodge sesquicentennial celebration a large portion of the Lodge 
records were placed on deposit with LSU Special Collections at Hill Memorial Library. The deposit 
covered the time period from the Lodge's founding up to the early 1900s. That deposit has proven to be 
a rich source of information for researchers looking into all aspects of Baton Rouge history. 
 

As a condition of this deposit the LSU Libraries were to provide the Lodge with microfilm copies of our 
minutes and member books. After much research and discussion with the administration at LSU the 
microfilm was located, still in their possession. Since microfilm is no longer the common method of 
record preservation they also provided us with electronic scans of all of those records as well. We now 
have far better access to old minutes and records than we have had in many years! 
 

As part of the same deposit agreement St. James Lodge agreed to review their records and add to the 
deposit over time. A few weeks ago I met with Mrs. Tara Laver, the Curator of Manuscripts for LSU 
Libraries Special Collections, and discussed both the previous deposit and any materials that we might 
add to it. Looking through our records she was very excited by some of the records, by the continuation 
of things that are already in the collection, and by all of the ties to historic Baton Rouge (which has 
become a hot research topic with the Downtown Historic District renaissance). One of the exciting 
things we found during our look into the archives was the 1905 petition of T.D. Boyd Jr., the son of 
longtime LSU President Thomas Duckett Boyd and nephew of St. James Past Master (and future 
Louisiana Governor) Henry Fuqua. 
 

The additional deposit will be subject to the same agreement as the original 1994 deposit, with a 
change being that the LSU Libraries will provide a digital copy of our minutes and member books rather 
than a microfilm copy. 
 

This additional deposit will be discussed at the June 4th stated lodge meeting, if you have any questions 
regarding it please feel free to contact me at: 

jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu<mailto:jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu>. 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
 

Senior Warden 



 

"Old Tiler Talks" by Carl Claudy 
 

"Old Tiler, I am in a jam!" The New Brother smiled, so the Old Tiler did not feel too worried. "If you don't help me 
out, I will be up against it." 
 

"What's the trouble now?" The Old Tiler put down his sword to take the cigar the New Brother held out. "Must be 
something very bad or you wouldn't start me off with so good a cigar." 
 

"I have to make a Masonic address." 
 

"That has been done, and the addresser - yes, even the addressees - lived to tell the tale," countered the Old 
Tiler. 
 

"I don't want just to get by.  I want to make 'em remember it.  I want to talk about something they haven't heard 
before.  I've listened to many Masonic speeches, and most of them bored me to tears." 
 

"There are rules for making a good address," mused the Old Tiler.  "The three great rules are, have something to 
say- say it- sit down.  Sometimes they are stated 'stand up, speak up, shut up.'  Terminal facilities of adequate 
proportions are needed by railroads and Masonic speakers." 
 

"That's just it!" cried the new Brother. "I want to know what to say and how to say it." 
 

"Meaning you want me to make your speech for you, or to you, before you make it in there?" 
 

"Well, er, no. Not exactly. But can't you, er, suggest something?" 
 

"I could, but I won't. I'll suggest a method of handling your subject, however. Most Masonic speeches suffer from 
lack of preparation, and of clear thinking about what the speaker wants to say. 
 

"I can't prepare you. I can't make you think clearly. But I can tell you the essence of appeal. It is drama. If you 
want your hearers to hang on your words, dramatize your subject. If you talk about the Rough and Perfect 
Ashlars, bring your workman before your hearer; let them hear the strokes of the mallet on the chisel, let them 
feel the chips of stone as they fall to the ground. If you talk of the plumb line, make them see the Lord on His 
wall, watch the Children of Israel gather around, wondering at his putting a plumb 'in the midst' of them, that He 
would not pass by them any more. When you tell of brotherhood, don't have it an abstraction, a theory, a hope; 
make it concrete. Tell some stories about it. Show one brother helping another; if you don't know any stories, 
make them up. But bring the living thought, alive, into the lodge room; men are nothing but children grown up. 
We all like stories. 
 

"A most entertaining speaker made a talk on Masonic charity. One by one he brought vividly before the lodge a 
child in a Masonic home, an old blind Mason who was helped to be self-supporting by a lodge, an old mother of a 
Master Mason who kept her home, thinking it was supported by what her son had left her; he hadn't left a cent. 
The lodge pretended he had, and paid it during her life time. He made us see these people; we lived and grew up 
with the child; we shut our eyes to see how the blind man felt; from a window we saw the world go by, happy that 
our sons had kept us from want, as his simple words brought these things before us. 
 

"The speaker spoke quietly, restrained, calmly. He didn't make the eagle scream; there was almost no applause 
during his address. But he made us visualize the sweetness of Masonic charity, as distinct from the cool 
impersonality of mere giving. He made us proud that we belonged to an organization which worked. He 
dramatized charity, and made us see its living human aspects, not its economic importance, or its religious duty 
angle. 
 

"That's the answer of 'how shall I make any Masonic speech interesting,' my brother. Make it simple. Make it 
human. Make it dramatic. There is drama in all the Fraternity; any symbol, any tenet, any part of Masonry has a 
dramatic angle. 
 

"I do not mean melodramatic. I don't tell you to put battle, murder, sudden death, in your speech. Melodrama is 
action without character; drama is action with character. A railroad accident is melodrama. The mother who 
saves for a vacation and gives her son the money to buy a set of golf clubs is dramatic. 
 

"Find the character behind the symbols; get the human side of the Craft into its teachings; tell them in terms of 
people and action, of the things they know only as theories, and your audience won't walk out on you. Talk 
without ideas, and you'll speak to empty benches." 
 

"I think," began the New Mason, "I think-" 
 

"That's all that's necessary," smiled the Old Tiler. 
 

"I think you'd better make this speech for me," 
 

"You think in melodrama," laughed the Old Tiler. "It's you trouble, not mine." 
 

Thanks as always for all your hard work! 
 

Jeff 


