
Back To Basics…. 
 

 
Brethren, 
 

We have had a productive month. We started off this month 
with a "Bring A Friend" night and then we had a very good 
and active discussion about a proposal that was brought to 
the lodge. These two meetings, I feel, show the 
cohesiveness of our lodge. We can come together to spread 
brother love and fellowship and we can also share our 
opinions with each other and realize that we are our own 
people with our own opinions. 
 
At our "Bring A Friend" night we had 13 guest show up. 
Several were interested in getting a petition and joining St 
James. I believe this turn out reflects the great camaraderie 
we have with one another and shows that we are on the 
right path to gain some worthy brethren. Thank you for all 
the help in making our first "Bring A Friend" night of 2015 a 
huge success. I look forward to having another one before 
the end of the year. 
 
At our second communication we were presented a 
proposal from our Realtor, who brought forth a company that 
wishes to partner with us on refurbishing our building. This 
was an informative presentation on what they would like to 
do to the building and how we would be involved. I feel the 
open discussion that followed gave us some great insight on 
the different views of the members and also showed that we 
are all passionate when it comes to the future of the 
building. Just remember that St. James lodge is not just a 
building on the corner of 3rd and Convention. St. James is 
each and every one of us, weather it be in our current 
location or another, we will still be St. James Lodge. St. 
James existed 63 years before acquiring and moving into 
our current location and will hopefully exist long after I am 
gone. 
 
Easter will soon be here and there will be a joint Easter 
observance at the Scottish Rite Consistory on April 4th and 
5 pm. This is yet another event that promotes fellowship and 
shows that weather you are a York Rite, Scottish Rite, of 
Blue Lodge Mason, we are all in this together. There is no 
us or them, it is just US. 
 
We will have our Honesty and Integrity program at the first 
communication in May which will also coincide with the 
Grand Masters official visit. I am sure we will have a great 
turn out as usual and I look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
I appreciate the outstanding attendance and participation 
that we have encountered so for this year and hope that it 
will continue. 
 
Your Brother and Friend, 
R, Shane Marchand  
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If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

Past EVENTS 
Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 

Mar 1 - 13
th
 District Lodge Meeting at Milford Lodge 

12:30PM. 
Mar 5 - Bring A Friend - Explanation of Stations or Titles / 

Famous Masons - OPEN MEAL 
Mar 19 – Presentation from Building Developers on a 
Proposal for the Lodge Building. 

Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Apr 2 – To be announced 
Apr 6 – 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
Apr 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic 
Education/Degree 
May 4 – 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
May 7 - Grand Masters Official Visit (Confirmed), Honesty & 

Integrity Program - OPEN MEAL 
May 21 - Memorial Day Observance (May 25) - 
Presentation 

The education committee has been 
discussing the different ways we can be 
of service to the members of the Lodge 
during the year, besides presentations at 
stated meetings, and one opportunity we 

 came up with was to include an educational appetizer 
in each newsletter. 

 

In the coming months the members of the committee 
will be taking turns writing a short article that will 
present an interesting item of Masonic education 
along with some resources where you can find more 
in depth information and extend your knowledge. 
 

There is a wealth of Masonic information available to 
today's Freemason that could only have been dreamt 
about by members of past years, thanks to a 
resurgence in Masonic Publishing activities in terms of 
books and magazines, the ease of electronic 
publishing, and the availability of seminal works of 
years past as digital scans online. You can easily find 
anything about anything and quickly get overwhelmed 
in the process. That's where your education 
committee would like to help, to guide you to better 
resources on interesting topics. 
 

If you have questions about Masonry you'd like to see 
us address or a particular topic that you'd be 
interested in us addressing please drop us an email! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Larry Wade, PM -- lwademd@cox.net 
Jeff Maynor, DGL -- jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu 
Nick Auck, PM GMar -- nauck00@yahoo.com                 

 

Greetings Brethren! 
  The April communications are the 2

nd
 and 16

th
. 

 

  If any Brother is moved to be responsible for the refreshments at either of these events, please contact me by 
email, toverton1753@cox.net , text or phone (225 252-0844 cell). 
 

We are not a military organization but we have clearly delineated responsibilities. Therefore, it would be appreciated if 
you would respect the chain of command by contacting me in this regard notwithstanding whomever else you may 
contact. 
 

Fraternally,  
Ed Cailleteau, J.W 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
Greetings from the West 

 

Spring is upon us and as our grass begins to grow out of control, and new green shoots spring up in 
our gardens and flower beds I am always reminded of that central tenet of Masonry, so beautifully  

expressed in our Masonic funeral service, of our belief in the immortality of the soul and of its eventual, 
glorious, rebirth. 
 
As I sit here tonight however, I am reminded of all of those subtle, small, renewals and rebirths that occur 
each and every spring. Perhaps it is the annual "spring cleaning" where we air out our homes and enjoy the 
ever lengthening days, enjoying the wonderful Louisiana spring evenings in social intercourse with dear 
friends, renewing those ties of friendship. 
 
Spring offers us many opportunities to renew old ties, perhaps by attending lodge, perhaps by getting in touch 
with a Brother we haven't seen in sometime. It offers a time to renew and refresh our Lodge Hall, perking 
things up in preparation for our next opening meeting on May 7th when we will welcome both the Grand 
Master and this year's worthy group of Honesty and Integrity Award winners. 
 
Rebirths and renewals are not limited to just the spring time, we are effectively reborn each and every day that 
we wake up, with a new path of possibilities laid out before us, new opportunities to work on that rough ashlar, 
smoothing and perfecting ourselves in our daily lives. A new opportunity each morning to live the principles of 
Freemasonry and by doing so become a different version of ourselves than we were the day before. It is often 
easy to forget that new opportunity that each morning presents to us, but new life always has a way of 
bringing it into focus and I hope each of you will consider that each day when you wake up, live Freemasonry 
in your daily life, and be the kind of Man who others look to and want to learn your secret. 
 
Special thanks this month go to all those Brothers who brought guests to our guest night, creating one of the 
largest guest groups I've ever seen in my short time as a member of St. James, and to all those Brothers who 
attended our second meeting and conducted a discussion regarding our Temple Building in a most Masonic 
fashion. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at a meeting soon, until then I remain, 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 



 

 
  

CHARITYCHARITYCHARITYCHARITY    
 

From the Chaplain 
 

One of, if not the greatest, lessons of the Entered Apprentice degree, is Charity.  
 
Too often, this is thought of as ‘giving money’ to someone "in need".  
 
Most see it as Freemasonry's aim to be a fundraising and fund distributing organization, but are we?  
 
Pope Francis has called on the Roman Church to ‘give itself away, for the relief of the poor’. Many Catholics 
believe he speaks of the vast financial wealth of the church. Is that what he is asking? 
 
On occasion, and especially during Lent, I sometimes ask myself “What have I done for the poor today?”  
 
In keeping with the Demand Lecture, I sometimes ease my conscience by thinking, "Did I see any poor today?" 
 
But it doesn't really matter does it? We know where the poor are. In fact, about a mile from our Lodge; 
approximately twenty homeless people live under the North Boulevard Overpass. Two, a man and a woman 
share a bed with all that they own in the world, in bags around them. 
 
Some people and organizations bring them food and clothing, blankets, etc. They have received help, but they 
are still there. Is there an amount of money that would "help" them to be “not homeless”? Is it money that they 
need? 
 
According to a 2014 survey, there are 668 homeless in Baton Rouge. Homeless shelters estimate that number 
is closer to 1,000. There isn't shelter space for half that many. Most do not want to "report" to a ‘free shelter’ at 
4:00 pm and remain, until early the next morning, when they must leave, to go look for work.  
 
You may be asking, "do they want help, or not?" Well I don't regularly get home before 5:00 pm and certainly 
don't want to be told I can't leave. What about you? The answer is: they do want help, but they want to be free, 
too.  
 
So how to provide the "help" needed to the truly "poor" of our Lodge?  
 
Yes, our Lodge. Remember the dimensions? The ground is the floor, the sky is the canopy, and it extends due 
East and West.  
 
That means the Lodge of Freemasonry is everything on earth.  
 
We must stop rationalizing away our conscience by saying “they don't want help”, “they will just take us for what 
we give”, or “I've already given.”  
 
If you are afraid of the cash you give going for booze and drugs, carry a ziplock bag, with a pair of socks, a can 
of Vienna sausages, a bottle of water and some crackers. 
 
["When I was hungry, you fed me. When I was naked, you clothed me."] If that allows the person you help to 
use the money they received for booze or drugs it doesn't matter. That is their sin and not for you to judge.  
 
Withholding what you have, from helping others, is your sin, and a violation of your vows as a Freemason.  
 
If you can help with a job, give them work and a fair wage.  
 
We should all help others to manage their money, not just the poor. It is hard work, and we don't know it all. We 
take advice, so give it to help them! 
 
And when we find that, "I've been taken" by someone that we tried to help, we must take the time to heal that 
wound. 
 
It will not be easier the next time, but in the here-after; heaven, as a reward for what we did with pain on earth, 
is much better than the alternative. 



 

Conversations with an old Tiler 
 
"An odd question was asked of me today," began the New Brother to the Old Tiler. "Chap who just received his 
Master Mason degree was assigned to his first committee on a petition. He asked me, 'What do you try to find 
out about this fellow?' Wasn't that a bird of a question?" 
 

"I should like to hear what sort of animal your reply was," answered the Old Tiler. "So I ask you the same 
question. What do you try to find out about a petitioner when you are on his committee?" 
 

"Oh, I take the duty very seriously, I assure you," answered the New Brother. "I go to see him and find out if he 
has all his arms and legs; no maimed man is going to get in if I know it! I size him up, and see what sort of a chap 
he is, and if I think he's all right I report so. If I have any cause to doubt anything, I talk to his employer." 
 

"I thought so!" answered the Old Tiler. "You regard him as perfectly innocent until he is proved guilty, and satisfy 
yourself that he has two legs and arms. If he looks like a good fellow, you tell the lodge he is one, and I dare say 
if he has a dirty face and frayed pair of trousers you say he isn't ready to be a Master Mason!" 
 

"Well, what's the matter with that? Isn't that what we are supposed to do?" 
 

"Only partly," answered the Old Tiler. "Do you know Gus, of this lodge?" 
 

"Everyone knows Gus! Chap who limps!" 
 

"Do you think he is a good Mason?" 
 

"As far as I can see, why?" 
 

"Gus only has one leg, you know. He lost it after he became a Master Mason." 
 

"Yes, I know. What's that got to do with it?" 
 

"It seems to indicate that the least important part of your duties is to find out whether a man has the correct 
number of members! I know it's law; we do not admit the one-footed or the one-handed. Sometimes I think it is a 
cruel law. But when the law is stretched to say that a man with a finger or a toe missing, or one eye, or one ear, 
or a humped back, or a clubfoot, cannot become a Mason, then I think there should be a higher law than this 
one! 
 

"It seems to me that your method of looking into the merits of an applicant leaves something to be desired. You 
say, 'If I think he's all right.' You have no business to think he's all right. You can't tell him from a criminal by 
sizing him up. You may be a remarkable judge of appearances, but the lodge doesn't appoint you on a 
petitioner's committee for your ability to 'size someone up.' It appoints you to go out and dig. 
 

"You 'size a man up' by his appearance and his speech. Many a good Mason has been made out of a man 
whose clothing was not fashionable and whose speech was rough. It is not the outward appearance which 
counts; it's the man under the coat. You can't discover the man under the coat by looking at the coat. 
 

"It's good American doctrine that a man is innocent until he is proved guilty, but that doctrine presupposes that 
some power has accused the man. The applicant for Masonic degrees is not accused of anything. He is asking a 
favor. When a man asks a favor, he should prove that he is worthy of having it granted. You regard him as unfit 
for the favor until he is proved fit. You have the same right to regard an applicant as unfit for the degrees of 
Masonry until he shows you that he is. 
 

"When I investigate a petitioner I see him in his home. If he is married I want to see him with his wife. If he has a 
child or children, I want to know whether they hang around Daddy's neck or cower away from him. I once went to 
see a man and waited for him, talking to his wife and children. They were a gay little pair and she a nice woman. 
All three looked often out the window, anxiously. After a while Mother saw the man coming. 'Hush, babies,' she 
said, 'be very quiet now, here comes Daddy.' They hushed. The man didn't speak to them when he came in, and 
just nodded to his wife. 
 

"I didn't stop there. I gave him every chance. I talked with his employers, and his fellow employees. I discovered 
an egotist, a self-seeker, a selfish and hard man. I turned him down with joy; he wasn't of Masonic calibre. 
 

"No man can pass me who cannot explain why he wants to be a Mason. He has to argue that question with me 
at length. If I find it's because he thinks it will help him in business or he thinks the lodge will care for him or his if 
he loses his job, or because he is curious, he doesn't get in. 
 

"I want to know of a man, does he pay his debts? If he is married, is he insured? If not, why not? If it's because 
he can't afford to be, he can't afford to be a Mason. I would not willing allow an uninsured married man to join my 
lodge, because he has not the conception of the protection of dependent loved ones which marks a man as a 
man. I won't let a man pass who isn't trusted by his fellows. I have reported favorably on men who couldn't get in 
a business man's club or a fashionable church." 
 

"I better hunt up the brother who asked me what I thought an odd question and give him a better answer!" said 
the New Brother. 
 

"You just didn't think!" answered the Old Tiler. 
 

"No, I didn't. But I'm right pleased with the conversation," added the New Brother. 
 

"How so?" asked the Old Tiler 
 

"Because I remember you were on my committee!" 
 


