
Do you enjoy cooking? Do you have a dish that you are 
particularly proud of? If so then please let the Junior 
Warden or Stewards know, we would love to help you 
share your talents with the Lodge at a stated meeting! 

Worshipful Bro. Naresh and Bros. Steve and Brandon, Guest night’s 
program was the superb.  You did an excellent job.  Naresh’s outline of 
the recorded history of Masonry was the best I have ever heard.  Steve’s 
discussion of the symbolism in the Lodge was also the best thorough 
coverage as it quoted much from the Monitor to dispel mis-impressions 
about Masonry being a secret society or religion.  And Brandon’s gumbo 
dinner was superb!  Thanks to all of you.  The ladies enjoyed it.  It was a 
shame we only had about 40 attendees and only two guests.  Maybe we 
can blame that on the weather and Mardi Gras. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

JoeR  PM   
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Monthly Newsletter- March 2014–April 2014 
 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE 
 

 
 
Brethren: 

The first and second floor rental space in our Lodge has 
been on the market for some time. The listing agreement 
with the current real estate agent was to expire in March. A 
committee was appointed to look into this matter. The 
committee recommended that Mr. Grey Mullins be retained 
as the listing agent by the Lodge. Mr. Mullins spoke to the 
Lodge on March 20

th
 and answered questions. The brethren 

voted to list the rental space with him. 
 

The committee appointed to survey the Master Masons 
Raised in St. James Lodge since 2000 is progressing with 
their work. The committee is expected to finish the survey 
and make a report to the Lodge by summer. 

 

I would like to bring to your attention the 2013 income and 
expenses of our Lodge. The expenses (included $15,520 for 
insurance, nearly $16,000 for maintenance and repair, over 
$10,000 in utilities, and about $10,000 in charity and 
refreshments) exceeded income by $39,255! Besides 
dividends and interest the Lodge income is limited to 
member dues and degree fees (net of less than $4,000) and 
rent of $2,600 from the York Rite Bodies and Lodge of Nine 
Muses. 

 

The Lodge holds practice every month for the all officers 
and interested members who wish to participate in the 
degree work. The attendance at the practice meetings has 
been dismally low. It is disheartening to report that the 
practices so far have been attended by only three Lodge 
officers and two members. No Lodge officer or member was 
present at the last practice! I hope more officers and 
members will attend the practices to be able to participate in 
the various degrees. 

 

We look forward to Rededication and Re-obligation at the 
first meeting in April and the Honesty and Integrity Awards 
at the first meeting in May. 

 

  Hope to see you at Lodge practice and the meetings. 
 

Naresh Sharma, P.M.    Worshipful Master 2014 

 

PAST EVENTS: 
3/20: Worshipful Bro. Naresh Sharma had appointed a committee of 
three to seek a realtor for our tenant space, since our previous 
agreement had expired. They were all Past Masters, Bill Zollinger, 
David Dodge, and Norman Martinusen. W: Bro. Norman Martinusen 
introduced Grey Mullins who explained the three classes of rental 
space. A, B & C. St. James Lodge’s lease space falls into C. because 
we have an inefficient layout, poor bathroom facilities, and are 
unwilling to make a large renovation expense. Our property is best 
situated for sale, rather than lease, and our most likely lease prospect 
is a Non-Profit agency with limited credit history. Mullins offered a fee 
of 4% if he is the only realtor involved, or 6% if two or more. His fee is 
all up-front for the term of the lease for a good credit risk tenant and 
paid annually for a poor risk tenant. The fact that we have no parking 
is not a problem for us, since more than half of downtown properties 
have no parking.  
 
A DVD on the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation Childhood Speech 
Language Therapy Program was shown by W: Bro. Joe Richard.  
 
Lodge business resumed at Labor. An Entered Apprentice Proficiency 
Examination was accepted. A motion to enter a 6-month realtor 
agreement with Grey Mullins passed. The Worshipful Master 
announced he is appointing a Committee to review our Charity 
distributions this year which will include the Scottish Rite, Louisiana 
Grand Lodge Dyslexia Program, and other charities. W: Bro Mark 
Paxton, Chairman of Honesty and Integrity Program, announced he 
has one prospective recipient and seeks two more graduating seniors 
for consideration.  
 
A letter of thanks was read from daughter Laurie for the flowers sent 
for Mary Ann Brown. Bro. John Dostal gave an interesting and 
comprehensive talk on the Significance of the Numeral Three in 
Masonry. The Master announced that the April 3 meeting will be 
Rededication and Re-obligation, April 17 will confer a Fellow Craft 

degree, and May 1 will be an “open meeting” with dinner for 
Honesty & Integrity awards. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 3: Rededication and Re-obligation 

April 17: Fellow Craft Degree 

May: Honesty and Integrity Program 

July: Magic Show for our children and grandchildren 
August: a possible bus trip for Lodge members to 
WWII museum in New Orleans 
October: Past Master's Night. Recognize 25/50 year 
members 

Invited Guests or Friends are welcome  
at all Open/Meal events 

 

MAY 1st Open meeting Honesty 
and Integrity awards! 

If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

4/1 RONNIE MARCHAND  

4/5 TIMOTHY  COKER  

4/8 WILLIAM  CARROLL  III 

4/16 DARRELL  SHEPARD  

4/20 MARK  GRIFFIN  

4/20 ADIB  SHAHLA  

4/22 LUTHER "BUDDY" WELLS  

4/23 JEFFREY MAYNOR  

4/23 GERARD  RUTH  

4/23 BRENT  SALTER  

4/24 CODY CIFELLI  

4/24 WILLIAM  SCHUETTE  

4/27 JESSE  GRIFFITH  JR 

4/28 SEAN JOHNSON  

4/30 FRANK  DEDMAN  

 

DEGREE PRACTICE 
This month we will have a practice at 6:30 

p.m. on Monday, April 7th for the Fellow 

Craft Degree. 

All officers are requested to attend. Brethren are encouraged to 
attend and learn degree work so they may help others learn  and 
participate. 
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Other Masonic Events 
 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  wwiitthh  ddiinnnneerr  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  aanndd  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 

  
Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

 

Dear and dedicated brothers, I hope to serve St. James any way I can, according to the will and pleasure of the lodge.  On the 
subject of practices, I believe the lodge has spoken very clearly.  Practices will only be held on the Monday preceeding conferral 
of a degree.  All Master Masons are encouraged to attend the certificate association meeting each month to practice catechism 
and floorwork for all degrees.  Please inform the membership through the newsletter.  Fraternally and Gratefully, Joe Bardwell 

 

Greetings from the South, Brethren! 

 
In my recent delving into the job of the Junior Warden I was struck, not by something in the installation charges of the Junior 
Warden, but by words in the installation charge of the Stewards "to make all necessary arrangements for the convenience of the 
Brethren when assembled" and I got to wondering about the history of that job. 

 

Looking back to the founding of the Premier Grand Lodge of England in 1717 the biggest event on their calendar was the annual feast of St 
John the Baptist, and it quickly outgrew the ability of the host Lodge's Wardens to organize and a suggestion was made to appoint a "Steward" to 
handle the preparations. By 1728 this job had developed to the point that a motion was adopted to appoint "some number" (which ended up being 
12) of Stewards to look after the feast, and for some time each Steward volunteered for the job and was responsible for appointing his successor. 
Eventually the position was regularized, and specific Lodges were given the honor of appointing one of the, now called, Grand Stewards, who 
were 19 in number. These Lodges are now known as "Red Apron Lodges" for the distinctive dress of the Grand Stewards, and retain the 
exclusive right to recommend an man for the job to the Grand Master at the start of each Masonic Year. The Grand Stewards are expected to 
arrange 5-6 dinners a year for the ranking members of the Craft, and organize and share in the cost of the Grand Festival. 

 

In any case, that tradition has come down to our installation charges from the very earliest beginnings of the Grand Lodge of England, but 
fortunately for our Stewards we don't expect them to supply lavish 15 course banquets out of their own pockets! 

 

The Stewards and I are still looking for anyone who would like to volunteer to bring a favorite dish or side (or dessert!) for any of the stated 
meetings refreshments, we'd love to help you share your talents with the Lodge. We're also looking for feedback on what you'd like to see served 
at future meals. In the tradition of the Grand Stewards before us, we are here to serve the Brethren! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
Jeff Maynor 
Junior Warden 
 

 

 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Joe 
Richard at jgr2@cox.net  Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to 
help the Lodge save money, please send your e-mail address to W. Bro. Joe Richard, jgr2@cox.net so that he can update 
the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

 

Greetings from the West 
 

 

Cowans and Eavesdroppers 
 

Cowans and Eavesdroppers - we hear about them, but do we know what they really are?  We will focus on how the meaning 
pertains to Masonary.  A Cowan is an individual who tries to build stone walls without mortar, someone who may claim to be a 
mason, but has not been initiated nor accepted.  It is a Scottish trades term and was use when referring to an unskilled or 
ignorant worker when compared to a full trained or skill worker.  An Eavesdropper is just that, refers to someone who would stand 
under the eaves of a house in order to get close enough to be able to hear secrets or private conversations.  To us, both of these 
individuals would be someone who attempts to gain the secrets of Freemasonary unlawfully. 
 

An individual has not started living until he can rise above the narrow confines of his individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity.  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

Fraternally yours,  
R. Shane Marchand, Senior Warden 

 


