
Do you enjoy cooking? Do you have a dish that you are 
particularly proud of? If so then please let the Junior 
Warden or Stewards know, we would love to help you 
share your talents with the Lodge at a stated meeting! 

See 2nd page for details on the bus trip 
to the WWII museum in New Orleans! 

St. James Lodge No. 47 F. & A.M. 
 

Naresh Sharma, W.M. 
Home: 225-753-1114 

naresh@cox.net 

Mark Paxton, P.M., Secy. 
Home: 225-752-2568 

mjpaxton55@gmail.com

315 Convention Street, Post Office Box 444, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
225-344-7658 

Web Site: http://www.stjamesLodge47.org 
Stated Communications: 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly Newsletter- June 2014–July 2014 
 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE 
 

 
 

                  June has turned out to be a month of 
interesting announcements/happenings in the Lodge. 
Brother Cody Cifeli reported that the survey of Brethren 
Raised in Lodge since 2000 is completed, W. Bro. Ken 
Streater announced the plans for the September 13

th
 ‘bus 

trip’ to WWII Museum in New Orleans, we conferred a 
Fellow Craft degree, heard a good talk on our Masonic 
Founding Fathers from W. Bro. Larry Bossier and the Lodge 
premises (at least the first floor) were part of a Hollywood 
movie shooting on June 21

st
! 

 

Bro. Cody Cifeli and his committee are to be commended for 
completing the survey of Brethren Raised in St. James 
Lodge since 2000. The results are being compiled and will 
be announced soon in the Lodge and in this newsletter.  
 

W. Bro. Ken Streater informed us of the planned bus trip to 
WW II museum in New Orleans on Saturday, September 
13

th
. The bus will depart Baton Rouge at 10:30 a.m. and will 

leave the WWII museum at about 5:00 p.m. the cost per 
person will be $45, or less, per person for Seniors and a 
little bit more for others (the seniors get a discount on 
museum tickets!). Please see Bro. Streater’s message in 
this newsletter. Kindly mark this date on your calendar and 
join us for a fun trip to admire and appreciate the work of the 
‘greatest generation.’ 
 

We will be Raising two Fellow Crafts to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason on Thursday, July 17

th
. The degree work 

will start at 7:30 p.m. The date and time of the degree 
practice will be emailed to you soon. All officers, and 
brethren interested in learning the work, are encouraged to 
attend the degree practice.  
 

The Lodge provides refreshments at all stated meetings and 
a dinner at special meetings. Please feel free to put your 
contributions in the “Red Apple” placed in the Red Room. 
See you in Lodge. 
 

Naresh Sharma, P.M. 
    Worshipful Master 2014 

 

PAST EVENTS: 
June 5th   Brother R. M. was passed to the degree of Fellow 
Craft. Our Senior Warden, Bro. Shane Marchand, sat in the 
East for the degree. The lodge accepted a report of a FC 
proficiency, and Bro. Ciffeli announced the completion of the 
survey 
 

June 19th Our two Fellow Craft Brothers attended the 
Thursday, meeting. W. Bro. Larry Bossier made an 
enlightening talk on the founding American Masonic brethren 
after regular business was completed. W. Bro. Ken Streater 
reported on the planned ‘bus trip’ to WW II Museum in New 
Orleans on Saturday, September 13th. The bus will depart at 
10:30 a.m. from Baton Rouge for the museum and will leave 
about 5:00 p.m. to return to Baton Rouge. He recommended 
that brethren travelling bring some snacks if they so wish. Bro. 
Streater reported that the museum has a very good restaurant. 
Details of the trip will be emailed to members and published in 
the Lodge newsletter.  
 

The W.M. reported that the first floor of the Lodge hall was 
used in shooting of a film downtown on Saturday, June 21st. 
The production company painted the exterior of the building for 
the shooting and the windows on first floor were dressed to 
depict a New York City store. The premises will be brought 
back to original condition. The company has paid St. James 
Lodge $3,000 for the use of the building. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May: Begin Casual Summer Attire (except for degree 
meetings) 

September: End Casual Summer Attire 
September 13

th
 bus trip for Lodge members to WWII 

museum in New Orleans 
October: Past Master's Night. Recognize 25/50 year 
members 

November: Election of officers 
 

Invited Guests or 
Friends are welcome  

at all Open/Meal 
events 

 

Rule of thumb: invite 10 and 2 will come. 
Have you invited your 10? 

If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

7/4 GILBERT  PARKER  JR 

7/6 JOHN DOSTAL  

7/11 JOHN  WHITE  JR 

7/12 ANTHONY  KERR  

7/12 JAMES  KIRKLAND  JR 

7/12 DR . JAMES  ROBINSON  SR 

7/13 JONATHAN BOSSIER  

7/16 JAVID JANANI  

7/17 GEORGE  ROBERTS  

7/24 BRIAN SCHMOLKE  

7/27 JAMES  RICHARDSON  

7/28 PHILIP  ANZALONE  SR 

7/31 RALPH  CAPLAN   

7/31 DR . ROY  REGAN  

 

DEGREE PRACTICE 
The degree practice will be held on Tuesday, 

JULY 1st at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday July 15th in 

the Lodge. All officers, participants in the 

degree and members interested in learning 

degree work are encouraged to attend. 



 

 
 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Greeting from the South 

 
I'd like to start this month off by extending a special thank you on behalf of the Stewards and myself to 

Brothers Shane Marchand, Steve Newman, Nick Auck, Brand Lively, Cody Ciffeli, and Fellowcraft Brother M.A.S.for 
all of their assistance and help in both setting up for and cleaning up after so many of our stated meetings. The 
willingness of each to step up and help out with a myriad of details helps make the experience pleasant for the 
members of the Lodge and you have our deepest thanks. 
 

To the Brethren, if you see one of those Brothers give them a pat on the back and a thank you for their willingness to 
serve the needs of the Lodge. 
 

Each month when I write this I usually try and think "What's the most interesting Masonic tidbit I've learned in my 
studies over the past few weeks?".  
 

In my recent reading of the HOML the Constitution of the Grand Lodge simply states that the Lodges shall be divided 
into districts, and that the boundaries of the districts may be altered by the Grand Master whenever necessary. This 
wording has led to some very interesting district arrangements over the History of the Grand Lodge. For example, in 
1928 St James was in the 38th district....out of 57, but the first district was divided into 12 divisions, so there were 68 
DDGMs in 1928! It was this sort of district inflation that lead to the adoption of an item in the General Regulations 
specifying that the state was to be divided into no more than 19 districts, and that each district could contain no more 
than 30 Lodges. 
 

This change demonstrates that the ultimate power of the Grand Lodge rests with the delegates to the Grand Lodge 
Session, it lies in their power to amend the Laws to best serve the needs of the constituent Lodges, and thus 
underscores the need for every delegate to take his responsibility seriously and be fully informed on the topics of 
discussion for the Session. 

 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Junior Warden 
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Other Masonic Events 
 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 
 

 
 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  
oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  

ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  
  

  
  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
  

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 
Please send your articles as soon as possible after the second regular meeting of the month so I can ready the newsletter by a week 

before the first meeting of the next month. 

St. James Lodge Bus Trip to WW II Museum 
Brothers: 
  Join us on a tour of the WWII Museum. I am planning this tour for Saturday, September 13, 2014. 
  This should be a good occasion for fun and Masonic fellowship. 
  We plan to meet at Albertson’s Hammond Aire shopping Center, at the corner of Old Hammond & Airline Hwys, on September 13th  at 10:00 a.m.  
A Dixieland Tours bus will leave for New Orleans at 10:30 a.m. We will have an ice chest with sodas and water for the journey.  
You are welcome to bring your snacks. We should arrive at the museum around noon. We plan on leaving the museum for Baton Rouge at about 5:00 
p.m. The tour of the museum and watching the 4-D movie should take 3-4 hours. 
  The bus will carry a maximum of 55 persons. The museum fee, including the 4-D movie, is $21 for seniors and $25 for non-seniors. Please send a 
check of $46 or $50 per person, whichever applies in your case, to book your place on this exciting and memorable trip.  
We welcome members and guests from other Lodges. Please mail the checks to me at the following address by September 1

st. 
                    Kenneth Streater 
                    6152 Petersburg Drive 
                    Baton Rouge, LA 70817 
  Join us for fun and camaraderie. Please feel free to contact me at 753-9337 with any clarifications or questions. 
Fraternally, 
Ken Streater, P.M. 

  

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Joe Richard at 
jgr2@cox.net  Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge 
save money, please send your e-mail address to W. Bro. Joe Richard, jgr2@cox.net so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

 


