
Brethren, 

 
We started off the month with two new 
brothers joining the craft. We again  

conducted an outstanding degree with two candidates. 
Thank you all for attending and taking part. This is the first 
impression that a newly made brother has about the lodge. 
He is now on is way to becoming a member of the craft. 
How we welcome him to the fraternity will leave a lasting 
impression. Think back to when you were raised, what was 
your first impression? What good memories come to mind? 
This is what we should think of when it comes to conducting 
degrees. It should be a very positive and moving experience 
for the candidate. You might have seen or participated in the 
degree a thousand times, you may even think it is trivial, but 
this is the candidate’s first time experiencing the degree and 
it should be a very memorable experience. After the degree 
has ended, we should all congratulate the newly made 
brother with zeal and enthusiasm. This will make him want 
to learn, get involved, and become an active member of the 
lodge. After all, we are all here to assist each other in our 
endless journey. 
 

Our second stated meeting was used to catch up on a slew 
of minutes and to enjoy some Masonic Education from 
W:Bro Larry Wade. It was a very informative and 
enlightening presentation. Just goes to show how emphasis 
and pronunciation can change the entire meaning of what is 
being conferred. It is lessons such as these that show how 
important practicing and understanding degree work really 
is. Thanks to the education committee for continuing to 
strengthen our knowledge of masonry and for stimulating 
our thoughts on how to improve. 
 

We have several candidates on their journey for more light 
and to become true members of the craft. I want to 
personally extend my thanks to each and every one of you 
that are currently coaching a candidate or have done so in 
the past. The time dedicated to helping newly made 
brethren understand and learn the work is priceless. This is 
not said enough, but your countless hours of hard work and 
dedication are greatly and sincerely appreciated. 
 

It has been a blistering summer, so far, and we are about to 
enter into August, typically the hottest time of the year. 
Please be careful while enjoying the beautiful summer sun 
and be sure to stay well hydrated. At a minimum, you should 
drink half your body weight in fluid ounces of water a day. If 
you are performing strenuous activities, it should be more. 
We must not only take care of our spiritual temple, but our 
physical one as well. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the next stated 
communication. If you need a ride, please let someone 
know so we can lend a hand. Thanks to all for continuing to 
make this year enjoyable. 
 

Your Brother and Friend 
R. Shane Marchand, W.M. 
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           Deacons: Not Just a Runner 
 

Many years ago, a wise Freemason would ask, “Why do 
the Deacons have rods?” The explanation was given that, 
in ancient times, a Master Mason would stand with a rod 
grounded just befor dawn. When the first rays of sunlight 
appeared, a runner would run to the end of the shadow of 
the first rod, and plant a second rod. This line would be 
the north wall and kept straight by a rope connecting the 
two. A cornerstone would be placed by the first rod, in the 
Northeast corner. The runners would be the first 
caretakers of the building. While a true story, and an 
explanation of the rods, the term ‘Deacon’ has a greater 
meaning in life, as well as in Freemasonry. 
 

The term deacon is taken from the Greek διακόνοις 

/diakonos/ which meant servant, waiting-man, minister or 
messenger. In 1

st
 Timothy, we read that deacons must “… 

be grave, not double-tongued, not given to too much wine, 
not greedy of filthy lucre [profit or monetary gain]; Holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.” Rooted in 
the Christian religion, the office was created when the 
Apostles had baptized so many into the church that they 
were no longer able to effectively run the affairs, while 
converting & saving the masses. Deacons were charged 
to assist with the operations of the church and caring for 
the membership’s needs (widows, orphans and other 
charitable giving). 
 

In Freemasonry, we learn that the Senior and Junior 
Deacons attend the Master and Wardens, acting as their 
proxies, in active duties of the Lodge, specifically the 
reception and conduct of candidates, introduction and 
accommodation of visitors, and the practice of our rites. 
Their badge consists of the square and compasses to 
which the sun with radiant rays belongs to the Senior 
Deacon and the (first) quarter moon to the Junior Deacon. 
 

From these descriptions, Deacons should be the epitome 
of virtue (Square) and act in a manner to bring the 
members closer to that same virtue (Compasses), 
whether that be education to or providing for their needs.  
 

Furthermore, they are the most responsible members of 
the Lodge, directed to maintain and care for it, not just the 
building but the membership and family member’s needs, 
as well as the reputation of the body. The Senior Deacon 
(Sun with rays) should be ever mindful that the Deity’s 
Light be seen by all accurately; unswerving and exacting 
for us to measure our progress in self-development. The 
Junior Warden (quarter Moon (when the Sun and Moon 
form a 90° angle from the Earth)) should demonstrate 
starting new initiatives within the Sacred Laws, striving to 
engage the membership for their edification and Lodge’s 
continued operation. 
 

Nicholas Auck   Chaplain 

 

 

Past EVENTS 
Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 

*Begin Summer Attire* 
Jul 2 Stated Communication Independence Day (July 4) 
Observance.(2 degrees) 
Jul 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic Education/Degree 

 

Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Aug 6 - Treasurers Report, Masonic Education/Degree 
Aug 20 -Table Lodge, Presentation 
*End Summer Attire* 
Sept 3 - Bring A Friend, What is Masonry? 
Sept 13 - 13

th
 District Lodge Meeting (Any Officer that has 

not attended a district meeting, Must attend this meeting) 
Nominate 2016 DDGM 
Sept 17 - Recognize POW/MIA Day (Sept 19) 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

Greetings from the West, Brethren! 
 

St. James Lodge recently celebrated the 171
st
 anniversary of our chartering, Washington Chapter (which 

meets in our building) celebrated their 167
th
 anniversary, and later this year the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite 

will celebrate their 60
th
 anniversary. 

 

All of these auspicious dates, combined with the birth of my first child and all of the milestones that go along with that, 
have had me thinking a lot this year about other important days in life. Many of these dates spring readily to mind, 
birthdays, anniversaries, retirements, and on a more melancholy note the dates that loved ones have passed from this 
world. For Master Masons the day you were raised is often one of those milestone dates engraved in your memory. 
 

For many of those milestone dates, there were other days that served as precursors to that day. If you have children 
their birthdates are fixed in your mind, yet thinking back what can you remember about those days, perhaps a particular 
birthday that stands out compared to other more normal ones.  
 

If you think about the day you were raised a Master Mason, a date you might know well, do you remember the day that 
you received a petition to join a lodge? How about the day the investigating committee came to visit you? 
 

So many of the mile markers on our life’s journey have, in fact, been built atop many smaller markers, guiding and 
directing us down the trail to those larger markers. So many times a day may have seemed like an ordinary, 
unremarkable day at the start, and yet turned out to be something very different. 
 

I guess what I am trying to say my Brothers is that we should strive to live each day focused on that day, who knows 
what wonders a day might hold, and that we might miss, if we are starting forward searching for that next marker, or 
looking backward at one we are traveling away from.  
 

Enjoy the journey my friends, and I hope to walk a few paces with each of you sometime soon! 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

  



 

 

 
 Years ago I heard an older Freemason asking a series of questions, to make us all laugh, 

and I suspect, think about what the opening and closing of a Lodge is really all about.  
 
In the opening and closing, are we asking questions to ensure that those present are Freemasons or is 
there something more? 

• Why do we have Deacons, Stewards, and Wardens?  

• Why is the light coming from the East, but the Alter, with the Volume of Sacred Law, sitting in the center of the 
room?  

• Why do some officers have a rod and others have none?  

Unfortunately, I don’t have the answer to most of these questions even though I have been seeking for 
a while. 
 
One reason our opening and closing are so similarly, and in some jurisdictions more nearly the same 
to open as to close, is as a reminder, to us, of our obligations. Specifically: how am I doing at being a 
good Christian today and what do I need to do to be better? Am I doing what I am supposed to do to 
be in harmony with my faith? Not yours; mine.  
 
I liken this to some of the forms of prayer and am thinking of an Examen. From the Latin exigere; 
literally ‘tongue of a balance’ but loosely translated to mean ‘weigh accurately’. There are several 
forms, and the one I use is from the Jesuit St. Ignatius. Basically, at some point between dinner and 
bed time, the sinner reviews the day, calling to mind what he has done to fulfill the obligations of his 
faith, as well as reviewing what he should have done in times that he sinned. The Ignatian Examen is 
more specific than others and contains a series of five questions with changing answers:  

1) What happened today to make you aware of God’s presence,  
2) What are you grateful for,  
3) What happened that you are sorry for,  
4) What do you ask God to forgive, and  
5) Where do you need God’s Grace to help you with? 

 
With that ritual in mind, think about the ceremonies we regularly repeat at our stated meetings. Are we 
not calling on the lessons of stations to remind us, generally, of our personal faith? Each of us has a 
process of worship within our faith which is also a ritualistic process. During our religious services, 
members of our faith ask us to embrace who we are and grow in our faith in a specific manner. In 
Freemasonry, we do the same thing, but not in a specific path. This is why Freemasonry is not a 
religion, but embraces all monotheistic Faiths. 
 
In this fashion, the work to open or close a Lodge is more than presenting words and actions in a 
correct order. There is meaning in everything we do and our actions should have meaning when we do 
them. So the next time your Lodge is opening, slow down and think about what you are saying and 
hearing. Think about what your answer to the questions would be based on what you have done 
today, and most importantly, what do you need to do better during the meeting, or tomorrow. 
 
Nicholas Auck  Chaplain 


