
Back To Basics…. 
 

 
Brethren, 
 

I hope everyone is off to a great start in 2015!  We started 
off with a meeting on New Year’s Day that had about 8 
prearranged attendees.  We conducted some minor 
business and wrapped it up so that we could enjoy the rest 
of the holiday. 
 

At our second communication we discuss the Grand Lodge 
Resolutions and which way the lodge wanted to vote on 
each resolution.  At the first meeting in February we will let 
you know the outcome of the resolutions and a summary of 
the GL session. 
 

The first stated communication in February will also be the 
time to receive and vote on the proposed budget.  The 
finance committee will prepare and have a budget ready for 
presentation and discussing.  We will also have an update 
on the progress with the insurance and the rental area 
damage. 
 

We will start off March with the 13
th
 District Lodge meeting 

on March 1
st
.  We will also have our first “Bring a Friend” 

night on March 5
th
. This will be an open meeting with a 

meal.  Go ahead and contact that friend or colleague whom 
you think will be a good addition to our fraternity and see if 
they are interested in getting a peek into our organization. 
 

Meals at our open meetings will be served in the 3
rd

 floor 
dining hall as always, but meals on regular stated meetings 
will continue in the 2

nd
 floor dining area.  I feel the more 

intimate space of the 2
nd

 floor dining area promotes more 
fellowship, which strengthens our brotherhood and fraternal 
bonds.   
 

We will start working on improving the space with cleaning it 
up more and hanging some of St. James history and 
memorabilia. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting. 
 

Your Brother and Friend, 
W.M. R. Shane Marchand 
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If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

 
 Learning to SEE with the Eyes of a Child! 

 

From the Chaplain 
 

A few weeks ago, I was sitting in Mass when a 
young family came in, right at the start; the 
husband, wife and three sons, ages about 4, 5, and 
6. 
 

They sat two rows ahead of me and were very well 
behaved; the parents sat on either side of the three 
boys with the youngest in the center. It didn’t take 
long before the youngest started looking all around 
and “seeing things”. 
 

“Daddy, Daddy!”, he would whisper and very 
excitedly point at something.  
 

Unfortunately, I couldn’t quite discern what he 
discovered, but after a while it didn’t really matter. I 
was struck by two lessons.  
 

First, this was the faith of a child with which we are 
asked to believe in God: Excited, almost earth 
shattering passion that must be shared. There was 
no question in his heart and mind about what he 
was seeing; it was the beauty described to him, 
earlier, by his parents and now the physical 
presence was there, almost in arms reach. 
 

The second lesson, believe it or not, was charity. I 
could see the excitement in his wide eyes, showing 
his awe. His head would whip around to face his 
father, trying to get his attention, to point out things. 
The boy’s body was tense, moving in little jumps. 
Yet, with all that pent up energy, waiting to be 
released… he kept whispering quietly, to his father, 
so he didn’t disturb the other worshipers in the area. 
 

His father, patiently would respond, basically 
saying, “Yes son, that’s what it is.” He didn’t 
encourage the release of that energy, but he didn’t 
stifle it either.  
 

Never did he tell him to “be quite”, “sit down”, 
“listen” to the reading or singing. He left him to 
discover the family’s faith.  
 

Obviously, when not attending these services, the 
family is teaching religion in the home, these are 
not school age kids after all, and they are 
recognizing the symbols. 
 

Too often we lose sight of these two great lessons 
as we age and gain experience.  
 

We question more, which isn’t a bad thing, but we 
tend to be less faithful on the whole. When we do 
have faith and discovery, presumption sometimes 
leads our ego to believe we have more faith than 
our neighbor, or worse, when we do know 
something that our neighbor needs to know, we 
teach in a way designed to show our superiority.  
 

How simple life would be if we acted like the young 

ones. 

Past EVENTS 
Jan 1, 2015 - Opened and Closed Lodge - New Years Day - 
(W.M. R Shane Marchand, Bro. Lively, & Bro. Black) 
Jan 15, - Grand Lodge Resolution Discussion, 2014 Budget 
Jan 31 - Feb 2 - Grand Lodge Session  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 
Feb 5 - Grand Lodge Report/Charity Budget, Re-Dedication 
/ Re-Obligation 
Feb 19 - Presidents Day (Feb 16) Observance - Talk from 
WBro. Gene Dawson 
Mar 1 - 13

th
 District Lodge Meeting 

Mar 5 - Bring A Friend - Explanation of Stations or Titles / 

Famous Masons - OPEN MEAL 
Mar 19 - Stated Communication, Masonic 
Education/Degree 

Apr 2 - Honesty & Integrity Program - OPEN MEAL 
Apr 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic 
Education/Degree 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
Greetings from the West 

 

 
                One of the stated duties of the Senior Warden is to pay the Craft their wages, if any be 
due. I wasn't handed a paymaster's bag upon installation, so of course the question many new 
members of the Craft often ask is "what are my wages?". According to several Masonic 
dictionaries, wages are payments made to labors for specific jobs or tasks (as opposed to 
salaries which are payments usually made over a longer period of contracted time). Therefore 
symbolically the wages of a Master Mason are those rewards which come to him as quickly as 
he does his work. 
 

A more interesting, to me, concept of the Masters Wages that I've seen several places is that the 
wages of a speculative mason are the acquaintances built in the a lodge, that feeling of 
solidarity, friendship and belonging that are part of the wages that Freemasonry pays to all its 
members who are willing to reach out and grasp them. It is this version of wages, which as 
Senior Warden I hope I am extending to everyone who attends our meetings, and will be paying 
more attention to in the future. These are wages that can be paid by each and every member of 
the Lodge and I appreciate your help in their distribution. 
 

Perhaps you haven't attended a meeting in some time, well I assure you that your back wages 
are here waiting for you, and your Brothers look forward to an opportunity to pay them out. 
 

Of course there is another potential meaning of this duty, which is to give credit where credit is 
due for work well done among the workmen. In that vein, a hearty thank you is due to Worshipful 
Master Marchand for his excellent meal at our second January meeting! Of course we also must 
extend thanks to our faithful Deacons and Stewards for their assisting in the preparations of the 
building for all of our meetings. 

 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 


