
Back To Basics…. 
 

 
Brethren, 
 

Our first meeting in March will be “Bring A Friend” night. I 
encourage YOU to bring anyone interested in learning more 
about our lodge and Freemasonry. Don’t forget to mention it to 
those individuals that you feel would be a good addition to our 
lodge and our fraternity. This will be an open meeting and 
everyone is more than welcome to invite their spouses and 
significant others. The involvement of family will always aid in 
the strength and bond of our fraternal brotherhood. 
 

The Honesty and Integrity night has been moved to the first 
meeting in May, to coincide with the visit of the Grand Master. 
Please make a note of it as this is a change to the original term 
plan. This will also be an open meeting as well and all are 
encouraged to attend. 
 

At our first meeting of February we had a summary of the 
Grand Lodge session and went over the financials. I would like 
to thank W:Bro Zollinger and the finance committee for 
presenting a financial report and the budget for 2015. A look 
into our financial standings is always informative and 
enlightening. Due to our current situation I plan to watch our 
expenditures on things that I feel are unnecessary and 
frivolous. 
 

As we all know, other than yearly dues and investments, we 
lack any other form of income for the lodge. In fact it is quite the 
opposite. Without the rental space being occupied we are 
paying utilities, upkeep, maintenance, and insurance on empty 
space. Some of you may look at this as a minor set back, but I 
am here to tell you that this is a serious issue and needs to be 
looked at in a serious manner. I love being in a big building on 
the corner of 3rd and Convention, in downtown Baton Rouge, 
and like most of you, I strive to strengthen St. James Lodge for 
the purpose of longevity. To put this in perspective we are 
currently spending more than we take in and have been doing 
so for several years. In those years we turned down offers to 
rent and buy the building. We did receive a few thousand 
dollars of income from the filming of a movie in the downtown 
area; however that did not even cover the cost of the new 
tables, new bathroom sinks, new faucets, and the new cabinets 
in the second floor kitchen. However, we have recently been 
approached by an investment firm that wishes to present a 
proposal to the lodge. This will be presented at the second 
stated meeting in March. Those of you that attended the last 
meeting were giving a summary of the proposal so we can 
come up with a list of questions to be answered at this 
presentation. I encourage everyone to attend so that you will be 
well informed on the proposal. There will be an opportunity to 
ask question after the presentation, and we will have further 
discussions on the subject before closing the lodge. 
 

As we diligently work through the challenges at hand we 
continue to keep all options open, everyone informed, and to 
look for the best solutions possible for St. James and its 
members. Our fraternal bond, our brotherhood, our friendship, 
and our lodge are much more than a location and a building. 
The history and future of St. James, lay within each and all 
members. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting. 
 

Your Friend and Brother, 
R. Shane Marchand, W.M. 
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Monthly Newsletter- February 2015–March 2015 
 

 

If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

Past EVENTS 
Feb 5 - Grand Lodge Report/Financial Report/Lodge 
Budget 
Feb 19 – Presentation of Building Investment Proposal 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 
Mar 1 - 13th District Lodge Meeting at Milford Lodge 
12:30PM. 
Mar 5 - Bring A Friend - Explanation of Stations or Titles / 

Famous Masons - OPEN MEAL 
Mar 19 – Presentation from Building Developers on a 
Proposal for the Lodge Building. 
Apr 2 – To be announced 
Apr 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic 
Education/Degree 
May 7 - Grand Masters Official Visit (Confirmed), Honesty & 

Integrity Program - OPEN MEAL 
May 21 - Memorial Day Observance (May 25) - 
Presentation 

The education committee has been 
discussing the different ways we can be 
of service to the members of the Lodge 
during the year, besides presentations at 
stated meetings, and one opportunity we 

 came up with was to include an educational appetizer 
in each newsletter. 

 

In the coming months the members of the committee 
will be taking turns writing a short article that will 
present an interesting item of Masonic education 
along with some resources where you can find more 
in depth information and extend your knowledge. 
 

There is a wealth of Masonic information available to 
today's Freemason that could only have been dreamt 
about by members of past years, thanks to a 
resurgence in Masonic Publishing activities in terms of 
books and magazines, the ease of electronic 
publishing, and the availability of seminal works of 
years past as digital scans online. You can easily find 
anything about anything and quickly get overwhelmed 
in the process. That's where your education 
committee would like to help, to guide you to better 
resources on interesting topics. 
 

If you have questions about Masonry you'd like to see 
us address or a particular topic that you'd be 
interested in us addressing please drop us an email! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Larry Wade, PM -- lwademd@cox.net 
Jeff Maynor, DGL -- jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu 
Nick Auck, PM GMar -- nauck00@yahoo.com                 

 

Greetings from the South 
 

                       Greetings Brethren! 
 

 

The March 5 meal, a Guest Night, will be catered. 
 

However, for the March 19 meal, I am in need of a Brother to offer to be responsible for the preparation of that meal. 
Please email me as soon as possible that you will help us for that Stated Communication.  
Send email to me at toverton1753@cox.net 
 

Edward O. Cailleteau, J.W.   
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 Greetings from the West 
 

Most Masonic teachings are done through the use of symbols and allegories. What seems to be obvious on the surface 
often contains multiple deeper meanings that can only be found through repeated exposure to the lessons and 
considerable thinking about them.  

 

In the same way the Holy Bible presents many of the teachings of Jesus in the form of parables. These stories were designed to 
universal enough that anyone could find a familiar frame of reference therein as a point from which to start their learning, and to be 
able to be applied to many different situations. 
 

Most of you are probably familiar with the parable of the talents, wherein a master, who is about to embark on a long journey away 
from home, entrusts a certain number of ‘talents’ (a sizable sum of money in those days, equivalent to a mass of precious metal equal 
to the weight of water required to fill an amphora, or in Greek about 6,000 denarii. [1 denarii was the value of one days labor,] so a 
talent was basically 20 years of labor by an ordinary worker) and upon returning home the master demands an accounting of the 
talents entrusted to his servants. The first two have wisely put their talents to work for the master and reaped the benefits thereof 
(although in a non-canonical gospel the first servant wasted his mater’s possessions on “harlots and flute girls” and only the second 
servant was faithful and rewarded), but the third servant, knowing his mater to be a hard man, rather than risk anything buried his 
talent in the ground so that he could ensure safely returning exactly what he was entrusted with to the master. For his sloth he was 
punished and thrown out in the darkness. 
 

Recently while reading this parable I was struck by the thought of how this might apply to the state of Masonry today. Which type of 
servant are we? We have been granted an immeasurable treasure by all those who have come before us. From the foundation of 
Freemasonry nearly 300 years ago, up to the present day each generation of members has passed down to the next all of those things 
which encompass the “treasure” of Masonry. Those Masters have gone on a journey to that land where our Fathers have been called 
before us, and we have been left as servants with responsibility for it. Which type of servant are we? Are we like the first servant acts 
in the non-canon version of this who wastes his master’s resources on frivolous worldly things? Are we like the third servant who is so 
focused on protecting what we have been given that we hide it away from the world and hope that satisfaction will be found in guarding 
what we have been given against loss, but nothing more? Are we like the second servant who takes risk in an attempt to grow what we 
have been given? 
 

In Masonry today I see all of these things occurring, I think at different times we find ourselves acting as any of those possible 
servants. I hope that over the long run we find ourselves being the faithful servant a lot more often than not, taking the talent we have 
been given, adding our own to it, taking some risks, and growing Masonry for the betterment of all, but that requires work and effort. 
After all, it is much easier to hold fast to something and risk nothing in the hopes that its value does not erode awhile while we wait. 
 

Just some thoughts I had and wanted to share. I hope that you have enjoyed them, and would love to hear what you personally think! 
 

This month’s special thanks go to W: Shane Marchand, W:Bros Steve Selby and Nick Auck, and Bros. Joe Bardwell, Ellis Sisk, Steve 
Newman, and Bro. Bill Brumfield from Feliciana Lodge for coming out on a rainy President’s Day to attend the funeral of Bro. Donald 
R. Applegate. I can assure each of you that the solid presence of my Brethren standing with me to pay our last respects to our 
departed Brother always helps me get through the toughest parts of the service and I could not do it without each of you. Again, my 
most heartfelt thanks to each of you. 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 



 

“The things you do for yourself are gone when you are gone, but the things you do for others 
remain as your legacy.”  ~ Kalu Ndukwe Kalu 
 
Brethren, I received the following information from Bro. Mark Guidry regarding a scholarship being 
created for Acacia Fraternity at LSU in honor of W:Bro. C. Lenton “Chief” Sartain, PM, and wanted to 
pass the information along to you. Fraternally yours — Jeff 
 
Dear Brothers: 
 

The LSU Acacia Alumni Association hosted a Beer and Pretzel Party on Friday, October 24, 2014.  The 
results of this meeting were historic.  The gathered alumni agreed to fund an LSU Acacia scholarship in 
the name of C. Lenton Sartain (“Chief”).  Chief was a WWII war hero and upon returning to Baton 
Rouge, was instrumental in bring Acacia to LSU.  He almost single handedly raised the money for the 
first chapter house.  He was the motivation for the current house, working the finances and managing 
the design.  He also served as the Judge Advocate for the national Acacia Fraternity.  The scholarship 
will recognize Chief’s long standing commitment to the LSU Chapter and his years of guidance and 
leadership as Chapter Advisor and House Corporation President. 
 

The scholarship will be provided to one or more LSU undergraduate Acacians.  They will be selected by 
a ‘Scholarship Committee of Acacia alums’ serving on the LSU Alumni Association Board and the LSU 
House Corporation Board.  The grants will be administered by the Acacia Fraternity Foundation, making 
all donations tax deductible. 
 

We need to raise at least $100,000 as the initial endowment.  Mark Guidry (LSU39) has already 
pledged $25,000 in matching money and other alums have met the challenge with pledges of $5,000.  
So we are already 30% of the way there.  As an LSU Acacia Alum, you have directly benefited from the 
hard work Chief has done, and as a citizen of this great country you have also greatly benefited from 
the heroic life our mentor has lived.  Please contribute to this worthy cause.  Mail your donations to: 
 

Acacia Fraternity Foundation 
Sartain LSU Scholarship Fund 
8777 Purdue Road, Suite 225 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Greetings Brethren, 

 

On February 16th members of the Fraternity gathered to for that last great duty which we owe to any 
Brother: the Masonic Funeral Service for Bro. Donald R. Applegate.  
 

Performing this service for a departed Brother is a great honor which the family grants to the Lodge, 
allowing us the opportunity to honor his memory. As such, it is the duty of each member to make every 
possible effort to attend these services, which we pray remain few and far between. 
 

While visiting after the service I was struck by the question: What is the most visible interaction the 
public sees with Masonry today?  
 

I imagine some would think it is our open installations, or perhaps the laying of cornerstones for public 
buildings, or even our charitable endeavors. 
 

In reality, the most intimate, lasting, and direct impression Masonry makes today is when we gather to 
bury our departed Brothers. From the ancient stone masons, on down to today, Masons have always 
been known to take particular care of their dead, and it remains the same today. 
 

Unfortunately there are many cases where a Brother passes, and the ceremony and care to which he is 
entitled is not performed. The reasons for this are many and varied: perhaps no one knew there was a 
ceremony, perhaps no one knew who to call, or that it was important, to the brother, that the ceremony 
be done. While it might seem an inconvenient or untimely conversation, Masonry teaches us that the 
summons might come at anytime. The wisest and best of us know not when.  
 

So, if a Masonic service is important to you, please take a few minutes and let your loved ones know 
that you would like a Masonic service, prepare an instruction sheet telling them how to go about getting 
in touch with the right people to get one setup. Have that plan in place, so that those Brothers you leave 
behind can honor your memory to the best of our ability. 
 

If you have any questions about the Masonic funeral service, please feel free to ask, I will be happy to 
answer them to the best of my ability and if I can’t answer them, I will find the right person to answer 
them. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 
jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu 


