
Back To Basics…. 
 

 

Brethren: 
 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New 
Year!!! I hope everyone is enjoying a wonderful holiday 
season. Let us remember the true meaning of this time 
of year, whether it is the birth of Jesus, the Miracle of 
light or another belief. We should all take a few 
moments to reflect. Also let’s not forget, when 
celebrating with family and friends, those men and 
women serving in foreign lands, protecting us all, in the 
name of freedom. As we embark on the start of a new 
year, let us continue to work on strengthening the 
bonds of brotherhood as we travel in our search for 
more light. From the newest Entered Apprenticed to 
the most seasoned Master Mason, we can all learn 
from one another, and in the process, show the world 
the true meaning of fraternal brotherhood. 
 I would like to personally thank everyone for all the 
help and assistance, before, and during the installation 
dinner. The meal, prepared by Junior Deacon, Bro. 
Brandon Lively, was a hit. Of course, he could not 
have done it without the assistance of the other 
brethren and officers. I appreciate everyone’s 
attendance and support and look forward to a year 
filled with family, brotherhood, fellowship, charity and 
Masonic learning. 
 We began with an Entered Apprentice degree at the 
Dec. 18th stated meeting. I feel this was the perfect 
way to start off my term, considering the fact that my 
theme is “Back to Basics”. We can all reflect back on 
our travels as a newly made Mason, and the path it 
took to get here, as we watch and assist our newest 
Entered Apprentice on his exciting new journey. 
 We continue to work with the insurance company on 
the damage and repairs to the rental area of the 
building. We are making some progress and hopefully 
will have everything completed fairly soon, so we can 
get back on track with showings the property. It would 
be nice to start the New Year with new tenants. Keep 
your fingers crossed! 
 Our first stated meeting of the year will fall on New 
Years Day. I am going to the Lodge with a few other 
brothers to open and close the lodge. We will not be 
there long so that we can all get back to enjoying time 
with our families.  
 At the Jan. 15th meeting, we will discuss the 
upcoming Grand Lodge Resolutions and how we will 
vote on them. Senior Warden, W.Bro. Jeff Maynor, 
DGL, is currently preparing a summary for us to 
review. We will also take time for a brief presentation 
for the observance of St John the Evangelist’s day. I 
look forward to seeing everyone. 
 

Your Brother and Friend, 
W.M. R. Shane Marchand 

HAPPY NEW YEAR HAPPY NEW YEAR HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

Past EVENTS 
 

Dec 4, 2014 - Installation of Officers, OPEN MEAL, 
Installation by R:W: William J. Mollere, DGM, Installing 
Officer; W:Bro. Tim Ackerman, PM, Installing Marshal; R:W: 
Guy Jenkins GJW, Installing Chaplain 
Dec 18 – EA degree. Thanks to all attending. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 
Jan 1, 2015 - Open and Close Lodge - New Years Day - 
(W.M. R Shane Marchand, Bro. Lively, & Bro. Black) 
Jan 15, - Grand Lodge Resolution Discussion, 2014 Budget 
Jan 31 - Feb 2 - Grand Lodge Session (Principal Officers 
are Expected to Attend) 

                Blue Lodge Symbolism Study Group to Begin 
Meeting January 13, 2015 

 
                 The Master Craftsman study series was developed 
by the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite for the education 
of anyone regarding the symbolism and history of 
Freemasonry. Some Lodge Brothers have suggested a 
presentation and discussion group for the Master Craftsman III 
course, which is concerned with the Blue Degrees, would 
provide local Freemasons with basic information on the 
development of Masonic symbolism. To that end, a study group 
will be convened on the second Tuesday of each month 
beginning on January 13, 2015 at 7:00 PM at Milford Lodge. 
You need not be enrolled in the class to take part in the 
discussion group. For more information, please contact WB 
Nicholas Auck at nauck00@yahoo.com or 225.362.1120. 
 

While the first two Master Craftsman courses are dedicated to 
the history of the Scottish Rite's development and the 32 
degrees of that Rite, the Master Craftsman III is dedicated to 
Craft Masonry and the first three degrees. The course will 
familiarize participants with aspects of the development of Blue 
Lodge Masonry and explore some of its developing symbolism. 
It also is revealed that the "High Degrees" of multiple Rites 
began to develop soon after formation of the Premier Grand 
Lodge (1717). The course material is contained in Albert Pike`s 
book, Esoterika: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of 
Freemasonry and demonstrates a rational and philosophical 
interpretation for much of what is found in Craft Masonry. 
 

Esoterika is a never-before-published study of the symbols of 
Blue Lodge Degrees. Subjects  include "The Compasses and 
the Square," "The Weapons and Blows of the Assassins," "The 
Three Grips," "The Substitute for the Masters Word," "The 47th 
Problem of Euclid," "The Truth," "Is the Cable-tow a Symbol?," 
"Corner Stones," "The Ladder of Jacob," "Tubal Cain," 
"Shibboleth," and "Solomon and Hiram." The manuscript 
became the property of the Supreme Council upon the death of 
then Grand Commander Pike. In addition to Pike's work, WB 
Arturo de Hoyos added five appendices: 1] Parallels to the 
Symbolism of the Blue Degrees, 2] A Letter Touching Masonic 
Symbolism, 3] Pike`s Dependence on Other Sources, 4] The 
Faith of Albert Pike, and 5] Four Valuable Expose`s. The latter 
section includes the complete texts of "A Mason`s 
Examination" (1723), "The Grand Mystery of Free Masons 
Discovered (1725), Samuel Prichard`s "Masonry Dissected" 
(1730), and "Jachin and Boaz" (1762). The editor`s critical 
notes help the reader follow Pike`s dissertation and provide 
additional documentation. 
 

Participants DO NOT need to be enrolled in Master Craftsman 
III, however, the course, including the book Esoterika, is 
available from the Scottish Rite Supreme Council online store 
for $60.00 ( www.scottishritestore.org).  You also DO NOT 
have to complete Master Craftsman I & II before taking Master 
Craftsman III.  
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

Greetings from the West 
 

 
                I’d like to start off by thanking all those who participated in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree on December 18th, and a special thanks to all those who simply attended, and by 
their attendance showed their support for the path our new Brother has taken his first steps 
down. It was a great evening, you could plainly see the impact on the candidate, and I look 
forward to many more of these evenings this year. 
 
I was talking with a Brother, during the break between sections, about learning one of the 
lectures, or parts for a degree and becoming active in our ritual work, and I’d like to share, 
with all of you, my suggestion about “what to learn”. If you have never taken part in the ritual 
work of the lodge, and are looking for a speaking part, or a lecture to learn, I strongly 
encourage you to think back on the degrees you have seen, and what parts were particularly 
impactful or meaningful to you. The greatest impact on the candidate, the most memorable 
lectures and words, are those spoken from the heart of the Brother doing the speaking. If you 
are passionate about the subject you are speaking about that passion will carry over in the 
way you present it. Even speaking with someone else’s words, your passion for the subject 
will animate everything about your delivery, and leave a lasting impression on all who hear it. 
 
If you are interested in being part of a degree team please feel free to contact me at 
jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu <mailto:jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu> or just talk to me at a meeting. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you in the New Year! 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 



 

Charity - What we do while we wait! 
from the Chaplain 

 

I hope we have all had a happy and successful holiday season. Of 
course, how you do you measure the success of Hanukah, Christmas or the 
beginning of the New Year? We all seem to have our lists;  

• attend the mandatory religious service –  
• check, credit card bill is paid –  
• check, meal is cooked and the cook was thanked –  
• check, Lodge Officers were installed –  
• check, money was given to a charity to help their cause and the picture 

was sent to the newspaper –  
• check, decoration were hung before the holiday and taken down on New 

Year's Day –  
• check….  

Sound familiar? Unfortunately, it is what too many of us, Freemasons or not, 
believe is a successful holiday; and yet it is NOT.  
 

Whatever your religion, take a look your Holy Scrolls or Books and actually 
read what the Great Almighty expects. To the Hebrew: there are many Misvot 
(Commandments), the first ten we learn, brought down by Moses, are the 
basics, but I have read were there are actually 613. To the Christian, in I 
Thessalonians 5: 16-24, Paul describes our life of waiting for the afterlife 
specifically as one of service. Ancient Hindu texts such as the Ramayana and 
Vedas also parallel those lives of service, not just to mankind, but to every 
living thing.  
 

And yet, with all these directives of living a life of service, especially at this 
time of year, we still pull out our pocket books and buy charity like we do 
wrapping paper at Wal-Mart. In my recent travels I have heard of what is 
more in line with the Holy directives; I have seen a Brother give a zip lock bag 
of food and water to a homeless man (also a brother, but not of the fraternity) 
on the street, heard of two brothers provided food and a hotel room for the 
night for a family who said they were without, two brothers visited a sick 
brother in a hospital and talked about their unshared experiences: in 
DeMolay, brothers and sisters gave toys to children anonymously for 
birthdays, two brothers discussed how one could get closer to God through 
prayer and reflection, a brother discerned the Priesthood of the Catholic 
Church that he may serve thousands and another brother met and listened to 
a High School Senior talk over his plans for College (no problems to solve, 
just wanted to tell someone of the excitement in his life) while distributing food 
for needy families. Yet none of these actions were initiated in the Lodge 
building, sent to the newspaper or reported here for the purpose recognition.  
 

As noted above, Paul writes, "do not quench the spirit." "Reject all forms of 
evil." as the basis of what we are to do while we wait for the afterlife. In 
Freemasonry, this is Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love. In the true 
Lodge, the one with the starry canopy above and stretching from East to 
West, Charity isn't performed by a vote in a building or reported in the 
newspaper. It is simply a life that makes the world a better place for our 
having lived in it. 


