
Brethren, 
 

We have reached the end of August, 
but the sweltering summer is still upon  

us. However, we have reached the end of the 
summer attire and are back to coats and ties. 
Let’s hope the cool front we are currently having 
will hang around to make it a bit more bearable. 
 
Congratulations to Brother Prudente for being 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. 
We had a good turn out for his degree and my 
thanks go out to all who participated. Good 
degrees coupled with all of the outstanding 
Masonic education that we have been having, 
give us a great atmosphere for continued 
fellowship and brotherly love. 
 
Our next meeting will be a “Bring A Friend” night. 
This will be an open meeting so feel free to bring 
your family, friends, and that co worker that you 
have always felt would be a good Mason. Think of 
those men that have asked you about Masonry 
and bring them along to learn more and see what 
it is all about. Meeting new people, sharing in 
fellowship, and being with friends and family 
always makes for a good time. 
 
Upcoming meetings will consist of an Entered 
Apprentice degree at our second meeting in 
September, Past Masters/Widows/25&50 on 
October 1st, and a Fellow Craft degree at our 
second meeting in October. Holidays and 
elections will be next on the agenda, and it will all 
be here faster than we think. 
 
Thanks to each and every one of you that 
continue to support St. James. Your regular 
attendance shows your dedication to the lodge 
and its members.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone soon. 
 
Your Friend and Brother, 
R. Shane Marchand, WM 
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      The Power Of the Opening Ritual   
(from the Masonic Education Committee) 

 

It might be any Lodge of Freemasons, anywhere. 
 

One by one and by twos and threes, the brethren filter in 
to the dining room, serve themselves from the sideboard, 
and gather at tables for dinner and fellowship. 
 

A late arriving member notes excited conversations 
underway, here and there, as he hastily eats, dons an 
apron, and – just in time – takes a seat in the blue room. 
 

The Master’s gavel falls. 
 

Subtly, a change comes over every man present.  Each 
officer at his station and every member in his seat – all 
respond in quiet unison to the implied message of the 
opening ritual.  All have, for now, left the profane world 
behind; they have entered the Temple of Brotherly Love. 
 

This is the power of the opening ritual.  By the time the 
Great Lights have been displayed, mundane matters of 
the world beyond the temple have been left behind, laid 
aside, for a while, in favor of something revered by all 
Masons. 
 

The opening ritual has worked a transformation.   
 

From the opening gavel to the closing gavel, those 
present are, while still the same,  “not themselves”, as 
they exist from moment to moment in the profane world.  
Without notice, the opening ritual has, for a brief while, 
elevated all present to a different plane – a shared, 
transcendent plane.   
 

Prior to the rap of the Worshipful Master’s opening gavel, 
conversations had been several and diverse, varying in 
topic and in tone – varying from the sublime, perhaps, to 
the ridiculous.   
 

But now, wordlessly, all have come together on the 
common ground of a sacred Brotherhood of man, under 
the Fatherhood of God, to do the Lodge’s business; to 
share a common perception of themselves and of 
Humanity; and to pause for a while and renew 
themselves, laying aside the Particulars of day-to-day life, 
in favor of the Universals of a higher Morality.  
 

Routine and rote though it may seem, the Opening Ritual 
has, nevertheless, worked a mystical transformation.    
 

A Masonic Communication has been opened. 

 

Past EVENTS 
Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 

Aug 6 — Presentation of 1730s Entered Apprentice 
Catechism 
Aug 20 — Master Mason Degree 

Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

*End Summer Attire* 
Sept 3 - Bring A Friend, What is Masonry?[OPEN] 
Sept 13 - 13

th
 District Lodge Meeting (Any Officer that has 

not attended a district meeting, Must attend this meeting) 
Nominate 2016 DDGM 
Sept 17 – Entered Apprentice Degree, Recognize 
POW/MIA Day (Sept 19) 
Oct 1 - Past Master, Widows, 25-50 yr members 

OPEN MEAL/Entertainment 
Oct 15 – Fellowcraft Degree 

Columbus Day Observance - Presentation 
Nov 5 - Election of 2016 Officers 
Nov 19 - Thanksgiving Dinner, Veterans Recognition 

(Nov 11) - OPEN MEAL? 
Dec 3 – Stated meeting 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

Greetings from the West, Brethren! 
 

There are more wages due to be paid this month than I have space or memory for, but let me especially 
thank all those who attended and participated in Bro. Alfredo Prudente’s Master Mason degree. The turn out 
of so many Brethren was wonderful to see. I look forward to Bro. Prudente’s continued growth as a Man and 
Mason with us. 

 

I also want to say a special Thank You to Bro. Richard Black for taking time out of his Saturday to serve as driver for two 
of our wonderful widows, Mrs. Marjorie Richard and Mrs. Elmira “Bobby” Newnam, so that they could attend the Annual 
Scottish Rite Widows Luncheon this past month. Both ladies were thrilled to be able to attend and enjoy the fellowship. 
Bro. Black we owe you a debt of gratitude! 
 

It seems as though every time we turn on the news, or open the paper, there is a report on the latest tragedy to befall 
someone, somewhere in the world. As language has shifted over the years we have come to use tragedy as the near 
universal description of some calamitous event, and in fact that is now the number one definition in the dictionary, but 
Masonry’s word use harkens back to an earlier time or definition. 
 

At one time the word tragedy defined a very narrow and specific art form, dating back to the Ancient Greeks, basically a 
play telling the story of a great person, who comes to ruin through some character flaw of which he or she was unaware. 
Once the events are set in motion by this flaw they must flow until their end, despite any attempts to arrest the tide of 
action. At the end, the great person has fallen into utter ruin, and yet gained an understanding and insight into 
themselves (think of MacBeth, by the end of the play). 
 

So why do I bring this up? The key thing to me in that definition is the word “unaware”. Tragedies, in the classic sense, 
are always brought about by some character flaw that lurks beneath the surface, unknown to the protagonist of the tale, 
waiting to ensnare them and drag them down into an ignominious fate. One of the purposes of Freemasonry, taught in 
some aspect in every degree, is the concept of examining one’s own character and mind, finding the flaws, and working 
to smooth them away. 
 

The journey from Rough Ashlar to Perfect Ashlar is the journey of a lifetime, and one which we can never complete in 
this life. It is our progress on this journey, as Masons, constantly striving to see into ourselves, and with the help of our 
Brothers, to improve ourselves and smooth our flaws, that is one of Freemasonry’s great gifts to each of us.  
 

The gift of being able to prevent tragedies in our own lives, by becoming aware of our character flaws, and preventing 
them from seizing hold of us and dragging us to ruin. 
 

Just something to think about when you contemplate the lessons of Masonry. 
 

I hope that all of you have had a wonderful summer, and I look forward to seeing you sometime soon, perhaps at our 
guest night on September 3rd! 
 

Fraternally yours, 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 

 

  



 

 

 
                                                                Tyranny or Toleration 

 
As a young man, beginning my journey in Freemasonry's philosophy, one of the first lessons I learned 
was toleration and Universal Brotherhood by receiving the DeMolay Degree.  
 
I still recall the words of the Orator, "Tyranny teaches the need for toleration. Bigotry sounds the call to 
brotherhood." These were the lessons repeated over and over in the first and second sections of the 
play demonstrating that the Inquisition and Philip IV of France were out of step with anything but their 
own personal power and wealth.  
 
But that was 700 years ago, and civil society doesn't have such issues now, right? 
 
Well in today's news we have more dirt on the IRS's discrimination against advocacy nonprofits; 
apparently Roger Goodell isn't the most powerful man in Professional Football; the latest installment of 
Star Wars, due out in December, is being attacked for how much money it will make and Kentucky 
officials are being told they cannot refuse a marriage license to two men and to two women based on 
the public official's religious beliefs. 
 
Does your Faith teach that God is looking down, thinking, "Look at those sinners, I think I'll destroy 
them, before they do it to themselves." 
 
As a Roman Catholic, I see many people breaking “Holy Rules" that aren't part of their Faith. What 
happens when their faith is in conflict with mine is very important to me, as a Freemason.  
 
Case in point, there is a woman in my Eastern Star Chapter who is happily, and unrepentantly, 
DIVORCED. She was married for 6 years and had a child before she departed from that marriage for 
"something better." She married a widower and they loved and fought for 27 years until his death. Her 
Methodist Faith/church has no problem with the divorce. I am a Catholic, a faith that teaches me that 
she is in mortal sin.  What am I to do; refuse to sit in Chapter with her, or just not talk to her until she 
repents, or maybe I should break all ties with her and her faith? What would you do? 
 
I believe Freemasonry teaches Charity, or Love, to all members of the human family.  
 
So, I will love her, and break bread with her, and be thankful that SHE will have me in HER life, as I 
am a sinner, too. 
 
For you see, there is much good in her that I can learn from her. Time and a life spent bringing up 
seven children has made her wise and saintly; especially the time she spent raising her last child: me! 
 
Nicholas Auck  Chaplain 

Greetings Brethren! 
 
At Easter the lodge delivered Easter lilies to the Widows of our deceased Brethren. Around 
Christmas time, roughly December 11th, we will deliver poinsettias to our Widows. The reason we 
are bringing this up now is to ask for early volunteers to deliver these flowers.  
 
Our delivery at Easter was a bit last minute, and many Brothers had to shoulder deliveries to 10+ 
Widows, so we’d like to start planning now for Christmas. If you delivered to a widow at Easter and 
would like the same Widow for Christmas, just let me know. If you were unable to participate at 
Easter and would like to a Christmas please let me know ASAP and we’ll get you on the list. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 



 

"Old Tiler Talks" by Carl Claudy 
 
 
 
"I have just had a great shock!" announced the New Brother, sitting down weakly beside the Old Tiler. 
 
"What is wrong?" asked the bearer of the sword. 
 
"I have been away for a few weeks," responded the New Brother, "I visited in every lodge where I could.  I took delight in the 
very thorough way into which I have had my ritualistic work drilled into me.  I wasn't stumped by a single question.  And 
believe me, I had some examinations!  Most of them lasted an hour, at least.  But I knew my work, so I got in without any 
trouble. 
 
"That was nice," answered the Old Tiler, "though it seems a long time to me." 
 
"What's a long time?  Never mind!  It was nice, yes; but it was awful to get on an examination committee with Brother Filson 
here and have him get through in less than five minutes!  He only asked three or four questions, and for all I know to the 
contrary, there is an imposter sitting in our lodge right now!" 
 
"Upon my word!" exclaimed the Old Tiler.  "Is that so!  We'll have that perhaps-imposter out of there as quick as a wink..." He 
started for the door. 
 
"Here, wait a minute!  Don't go off half-cocked that way!" protested the New Brother.  "I don't suppose he is *really* an 
imposter.  But I don't know that he knows his work.  How could I, after hearing Filson ask him just four or five questions?" 
 
"Oh, well!" responded the Old Tiler, seating himself again, "that's different.  But I thought better of you!  I have watched you 
go into the lodge and through the degrees and I thought you were going to be a regular Mason.  And here you are neglecting 
your duty, forswearing yourself, betraying your brethren, being false to your trust!" 
 
"Why, what do you mean?  I have betrayed no trust!" cried the New Brother angrily. 
 
"Oh, yes; you have," responded the Old Tiler, sturdily.  "The Master trusted you; your brethren trusted you.  They believed 
when they sent you out with Brother Filson that when you came back and stood sponsor for the brother you had examined 
you meant what you allowed Filson to say at the Altar-that the brother was a Master Mason.  Now you tell me you are *not* 
satisfied; that for all you know he may be an imposter!  You don't know he knows his work! It was your business to know.  
That's what you were on the committee for.  Masonry demands two on a committee.  Both must be satisfied.  You were not 
satisfied, yet you let the brother go in; and if that isn't betraying a trust, what is it?" 
 
"Well-I-er-Oh, come, Old Tiler, you know I didn't want to butt in on Filson, and if he thought it was all right -and I'm so new in 
lodge and all -Oh, come now!" 
 
"Worse and worse!" cried the Old Tiler. "You were not satisfied, yet rather than 'butt in' on Filson, you were willing to let 
Masonry and this lodge, which raised you, take a chance on an imposter.  I shall certainly report you to the lodge.  I shall 
certainly see that you learn what is what in Masonry, I shall..." 
 
"Oh, you wouldn't do that!" cried the New Brother. "I didn't mean any harm.  I was just trying to be Masonicly courteous to a 
brother and  - you wouldn't do that, would you?" 
 
"Certainly not!" answered the Old Tiler, eyes twinkling. "I wouldn't think of it." 
 
"Then what did you say it for?" demanded the New Brother. 
 
"To scare you into the realization that you don't know what you are talking about!" responded the Old Tiler. "All I said was 
true, if you were *really* not satisfied. But you *were* satisfied. You know perfectly well that brother is a Mason. But you 
wanted Filson to put on dignity and conduct a heavy examination and humiliate the brother to show how big and grand you 
and he were. Oh, I know! I was young myself-once. You say they took an hour to examine you. Brethren don't take an hour 
to find out if visitors are Masons, unless they have doubts. You were too cocksure, too full of pride, too eager. So they 
doubted you, and made sure. Filson is an old hand. He has been a Mason for years. And he knows what questions to ask. 
One doesn't have to ask you if you know that twice two is four and twice four is eight, if ones asks you what twice eight is 
and you say sixteen. The lengthy, involved, elaborate, difficult examination is only given to him who is more ritualistic than 
Mason, unless there is a real doubt of the applicant. 
 
"Old Masons know that the visitor who seeks to enter compliments the lodge. The lodge is host, he is a guest. Hospitality 
demands all the courtesy possible. Masonry demands knowledge. The middle course is to find out as briefly and as quickly 
yet as surely as possible. It is not necessary to put a man through the whole ritual to know whether he is a Mason. Filson 
knows it. Evidently the visiting brother knew his work and his answers were satisfactory. 
 
"But remember, my brother, *you* must be satisfied on a committee, or be faithless to your trust. Be satisfied as quickly and 
as gracefully as possible, or be false to the standards of hospitality and courtesy which are taught in Masonry. Understand?" 
 
"I - I think so. My head is rather going around. About all I am sure of is I have rather made a fool of myself," said the New 
Mason. 
 
"Never mind!" comforted the Old Tiler with a grin. "Give yourself time.  It's rarely fatal.  A few years and you'll get some 
sense!" 


