
Back To Basics…. 
 

 

I would like to thank everyone that 
helped deliver Easter Lily’s to all of the 

widows of St James and other lodges. The 
attendance at the first meeting of the month was 
light, but we pulled together and were able to get 
lily’s out to the 37 or so widows of St James 
members. There are many stories about how 
thankful the widows were and some mailed letters to 
the lodge thanking us for the lily’s and for our 
thinking of them. It just goes to show you how much 
of an impact you can have by just volunteering a 
small amount of time to a worthy cause. These 
types of action make me proud to be a Mason. 
 

Our second meeting was well attended and we were 
honored with a surprise visit from the DDGM, RW 
Rory Bozeman. We approved the Charity budget, 
Balloted on a candidate for the degrees in Masonry, 
had a great talk by W:Bro Nick Auck, and also heard 
from several brothers on why they became a Mason. 
The DDGM said that he was impressed by how 
much everyone participated during the meeting and 
how smoothly it ran. 
 

Our next meeting will be the Honesty and Integrity 
Awards and also the Grand Master’s Visit. Our 
Senior Decan, W:Bro. Larry Bossier, will be putting 
together the meal, with the help of other officers. 

This will be an open meeting so please bring your 
families and friends to help congratulate the 
deserving recipients. 
 

The Second stated meeting in May, we will have an 
Entered Apprentice Degree. This will be followed by 
a Fellow Craft Degree at the first stated meeting in 
June where we might possibly have 3 candidates. 
 

We will still have practice on the first Monday of 
every month and all officers are expected to attend. 
Members and officer attendance is the key to the 
success and longevity of St. James. Whether or not 
you are participating in a degree, it is a regular 
stated meeting, or something else, everyone should 
make an effort to attend. Attendance has been 
outstanding this year compared to last year. 
Attending meetings is how we get to know one 
another better and this helps to strengthen the 
fraternal bonds of brotherhood between all 
members.  
 

The fraternal bond of brotherhood that we share will 
be what gets us through the obstacles we face as a 
lodge. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our next stated 
event. 
 
Your Friend and Brother, 
R. Shane Marchand 
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If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

Past EVENTS 
Theme “Back to Basics" - Why I became a Mason 

Apr 2 – To be announced 
Apr 6 – 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
Apr 16 - Stated Communication, Masonic 
Education/Degree 

 
Ritual Practice will be held on the first Monday of each 

month at 6:30PM in the Lodge hall. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

May 4 – 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
May 7 - Grand Masters Official Visit (Confirmed), Honesty & 

Integrity Program - OPEN MEAL 
May 21 - Memorial Day Observance (May 25) – 
Presentation. EA Degree. 
*Begin Summer Attire* 
Jun 1– 6:30 pm – ritual practice 
Jun 4 - Stated Communication, Masonic Education/ FC 
Degree 
Jun 7 - 13

th
  District Lodge Meeting 

Jun 18 - St. John the Baptist Day Observance (June 21), 
Flag Day Observance (June 14) 

As I write this article, I am in the middle of 
attending Global Youth Service Day events around 
the state. These events are planned by, volunteer 
led and/or work within the community to positively 
affect youth. In my line of employment, it is very  

easy to have a positive outlook on the future. Whether it is 
youth, seniors, poverty, education or mentoring others, the 
nonprofits I work with make a difference on a regular basis. 
This is what I often think of when I hear someone talk about 
finding the face of God in people. So even though I have zero 
confidence in our Congressional Delegation, or even 
Congress as a whole and the President, to provide a better 
place for us to live, I am confident that tomorrow will be a 
better day. The future will be brighter because humanity is 
strong where it counts; us.  
 

   Having said that, I must confess that finding the good in 
others is difficult and at times nearly impossible for me to find 
in those I do not like. I don't feel that I am alone here, but, 
perhaps that should be a smaller group.  
 

   WB Jeff Maynor often quotes, from the welcome address, 
that we should, "... write the faults of our brothers in the 
shifting sands and their strengths should be chiseled in 
marble." For some, that's easier said than done. A few weeks 
ago I was reminded of my shortcoming when I saw a 
gentleman with whom I used to work.  

He has a lot of problems; alcoholic, argumentative, childish 
and avoids responsibility, to name just a few of my 
observations. I also know that he has an ex-wife and an 
estranged daughter, whom I have never met, but have always 
related to because of my experiences with him.  

Yet all this changed when, as I was climbing the stairs in the 
parking garage, I saw him crossing the street and stop to 

assist someone with a disability cross as well; the face of 
God.  

Even the vilest person does good things, but more often we 
focus on the negative; repeating it, over and over until we 
blind ourselves to anything outside of the description we have 
constructed.  

Only when we truly see what we see and learn what we 

can learn, will we find the divine within all people. So the next 
time you hear me telling a story about how bad someone is, 

ask me to tell what I've seen of God in that person, especially 
if the story is about me. 
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Other Masonic Events 

 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  DDiinnnneerr  iiss  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1
st
 Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 

 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  
  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

  
 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
 

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION: 3 days after the 2nd regular meeting of the month! 

If it isn’t in my e-mail box by then it won’t go in the newsletter for that month.    

Request To Membership:  
Please notify our Secretary, W: Bro Mark Paxton, and Bro Richard Black rwblack@gmail.com of 

any change in your postal address, email address, or phone number!!!! 

 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Bro Richard Black at 
rwblack@gmail.com Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to help the Lodge save money, please 
send your e-mail address to Bro Richard Black at rwblack@gmail.com so that he can update the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

The Wages of a Master Mason 

 
What are the wages of a Master Mason? In business, wages are set based on economic factors as well 
as the concept of paying the least possible to insure profits. But Freemasonry is very unlike business.  

 

Freemasons demand and earn as much as they are willing to work to receive. Our wages are our just reward, and 
rarely conflict with anyone else since it is an internal wage. Throughout the process of becoming a Freemason, we are 
taught knowledge. The more we develop as Freemasons, the more experiences and continuing of our education - thus 
accruing wisdom, the more wages we earned in our joy, sorrow, abilities to do and to teach others.  

If a Brother receives the Master Mason Degree, progresses through the line to Master of the Lodge but never uses 
knowledge to develop wisdom his wages are very little. On the other hand, a Brother who serves his lodge and studies 
our history, development and speculates on what we need in the future receives a great deal. Some Lodges have an 
Orator, or ask the Senior Warden, to give platitudes to Brothers for service to the fraternity either that night or since the 
last meeting. While this recognition is also a wage, I am always reminded of the quote from General Patton that, "... all 
glory is fleeting."  

For me, the greatest wage is when I make a mistake, realize my error and seek forgiveness. My grandfather always 
said that he didn't want to work with a man who never makes a mistake, because that's a man who never tries anything 
new. I like innovation, but rarely am I perfect in my delivery, so I have a lot of wages that have scratches and dents. I 
think I'll keep them that way. 

 

Greetings Brethren! 
  

 
  The May communications are the 7

th
 and 21

st
. 

 

  If any Brother is moved to be responsible for the refreshments on the 7
th
 and/or help on the 21

st
, please 

contact me by email, toverton1753@cox.net , text or phone (225 252-0844 cell). 
 

We are not a military organization but we have clearly delineated responsibilities. Therefore, it would be appreciated if 
you would respect the chain of command by contacting me in this regard notwithstanding whomever else you may 
contact. 
 

Fraternally,  
Ed Cailleteau, J.W 



 

 
 

Greetings from the West 
 

 
 

In the coming months we will have both Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft degrees, if you would like to take 
a part, or lecture in any of them please send me an email at jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu or give me a call at 225-
485-7069, even if you’ve never done a part before, we’ll be happy to help you learn one and put you to work! 
 
This past month St. James Lodge participated in the Grand Master’s Easter Project by delivering an Easter lily 
to each of our Lodge’s widows. Special thanks this month go out to our Worshipful Master Shane Marchand, 
W:Bro. Larry Wade, PM, W:Bro. Mark Paxton, PM, W:Bro. George Scanlan, PM, W:Bro. Nick Auck, PM, Bro. 
Ed Cailleteau, Bro. Brandon Lively, Bro. Richard Black, Bro. Casey Guy, and two of our outstanding Entered 
Apprentice Brothers, for stepping forward and volunteering to handle the deliveries. Thanks to their efforts we 
were able to get lilies delivered to 34 widows, we still have 2 living widows with unknown addresses we are in 
the process of tracking down. 
 
From the stories that these Brothers have shared about their experiences and the wonderful Thank You cards 
we have received, it is clear that this was a program very worthy of our time and attention. Yet, as I consider 
the success of this endeavor I must confess to being a bit dismayed by the complete surprise this came as to 
most of our widows, and that the surprise was not so much at receiving a lily as it was that we thought of them 
at all. These wonderful ladies, who meant so much to our departed Brothers, should never be surprised when 
we reach out and do something for them, even if what we do is a surprise. 
 
The Grand Master’s theme for this year, “Lest We Forget,” will bring another opportunity to reach out to our 
widows at Christmas time when we will deliver Poinsettias, if you didn’t have a chance to deliver to a widow 
this time, I urge you to participate at Christmas time. I would also ask if twice a year is really enough to fulfill 
the obligations we owe to our departed Brothers? Perhaps it should be the goal of this Lodge to adopt all our 
widows, to reach out to them monthly and check in with them, to not let them drift back away from us when we 
have had recent connection with each of them and sense of goodwill. I would challenge each of us to select a 
widow to reach out to, to stay in contact with and to report to the lodge on how they are doing so that we never 
lose touch with them again. Perhaps you were raised the same night as one of our brothers and would like to 
look after his widow, perhaps the brother was your coach, perhaps he signed your petition, perhaps he was on 
your investigating committee, or perhaps he wasn’t even someone you knew but you feel called to service in 
his memory. There could be any number of reasons why each of us may be called to a widow, but I believe 
that for every widow of this lodge there should be several Brothers keeping watch. 
 
The history of St James Lodge is filled with records of the members reaching out the hand of charity to the 
distressed widows of our brothers, with quiet help of every kind. Let’s open a new chapter in the history of this 
Lodge’s generosity by stretching forth our hands to our widows and as it says in our Louisiana Masonic 
Funeral Service “thereby demonstrate our steady attachment to the principles of the order”. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at a meeting soon, until then I remain, 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Jeff Maynor, DGL 
Senior Warden 



 

The following article is excerpted from a recent free sample article from the Journal of the Philalethes 
Society written by Bro. James R. Craig. The entire article can be read for free at 
http://www.freemasonry.org/pdf/2014_03_sample_article.pdf 
 
If you are interested in more information about the Philalethes Society or in becoming a member their 
website is www.freemasonry.org<http://www.freemasonry.org>, I highly recommend checking it out! 
 
The Rite of Circumambulation PRACTICAL OR SYMBOLIC? 
 
One of the clearest definitions of Speculative Freemasonry is given to every newly-made Mason: 
“Freemasonry is a peculiar system 
 
of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols.” I realized, even then as a young Apprentice, 
that Freemasonry was full of symbols and practices meant to allude to greater meanings. Initially, I did 
not understand quite how pervasive symbolism was within the Craft. Studying the initiation ritual 
confronted me with words that were incomprehensible at first. The presence of such strange words 
suggested to me that every part of Freemasonry was purposefully selected and intended to convey 
meaning. 
 
One of these words that arrested my attention was circumambulation. My very-elementary knowledge 
of Latin clued me into its definition right away. The word is derived from the Latin word 
circumambulatus, comprised of the prefix circum, “around,” and the verb ambulare, “to walk.” It seemed 
to me that perhaps the mere presence of such a precise word indicated the importance of the practice 
itself. So began my search to better understand that single word. It would eventually conclude with the 
realization of how truly universal and transformative our rituals can be. Masonic circumambulation is the 
process in which a degree candidate is guided around the temple in a circular, clockwise motion. Many 
sources hypothesize that this practice originated in the days of operative masonry, and was intended to 
allow the company to inspect the candidates in order to check for any physical inadequacy. This makes 
a certain logical sense, and could suggest a potential origin of the speculative practice; however, this 
pragmatic explanation is purely theoretical. By contrast, the documented symbolic practice of 
circumambulation in the context of human religion is far older and more complex. In The Symbolism of 

Freemasonry, Bro∴ Albert G. Mackey connects the Craft’s tradition of circumambulation with the 

ancient practice of a “religious rite in the ancient initiations which consisted in a formal procession 
around the altar, or other holy and consecrated object.”1 
 
ORIGINS: EMULATING THE SUN 
 
The ancient rite of circumambulation predates most, if not all, of the current concepts of religion and 
appears to derive from a distant period wherein men worshiped the sun and other forces of nature. In 

his Introduction to Freemasonry, Bro∴ Carl H. Claudy, F P S , emphasizes the importance of nature in 

the religion of early man: 
 
Among the first religions were sun and fire worship. Prehistoric man found God in nature. ... Worship of 
the sun in the sky was done symbolically by worship of fire upon piles of stones which were the first 
altars. . . . Early man imitated the God he worshiped. Heat and light he could give by fire, so lighting the 
fire on the altar became an important religious ceremony. And early man could imitate the movements 
of his God.2 
 
Supporting this theory is the fact that ritualistic circumambulation is almost universally performed in a 
clockwise fashion, from east to west by way of the south, following the movement of the sun across the 
sky from the perspective of observers in the northern hemisphere. This was not necessarily just a 
physical concept to the ancient mind; it also had mystical implications. Alluding to teachings that may be 

traced to the Pythagorean brotherhood, Bro∴ Mackey wrote that circumambulation “had a reference to 

the motion of the heavenly bodies, which, according to the ancient poets and philosophers, produced a 
harmonious sound, inaudible to mortal ears, which was called ‘the music of the spheres.’”3 
 
Continued online at http://www.freemasonry.org/pdf/2014_03_sample_article.pdf 


