
Do you enjoy cooking? Do you have a dish that you are 
particularly proud of? If so then please let the Junior 
Warden or Stewards know, we would love to help you 
share your talents with the Lodge at a stated meeting! 
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STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE 
 

 
 
Brethren: 

I would like to again thank the many Brethren that work 
diligently to make our “Lodge experience” pleasant, 
memorable and worth the time it takes us to attend. Many 
work in the background, several are officers in the Lodge, 
some serve on committees, and some do it simply out of 
their love for our gentle Craft and the good of St. James 
Lodge. I would like to single out a few of the Brethren. Bros. 
Turhan Ak, Joe Bardwell, Larry Bossier and Timothy Atkins 
for the hard work they put in on improving and upgrading our 
facilities. Bro. George Scanlan on his tireless work in getting 
the architectural building plans of Lodge digitized. These 
digitized plans are now available at Baton Rouge Blue Print. 
They will make available all the intricate/construction details 
of our building to all concerned. Bro. Scanlan has also 
worked diligently to get HVAC serviced and the “boilers” 
inspected and certified. Bros. Joe Richard, Bob Zinn and so 
many Lodge officers work hard to make for a good “Lodge 
experience!” To all who work so hard, I say THANK YOU! I 
wish to assure you that we will not spare any effort to make 
your visit to Lodge meaningful. Our motto this year is to 
“STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE!” 

We hold practices in the ritual work once a month. Bro. 
Bardwell is sincere in raising the standard of work in the 
Lodge in all areas. He will be successful in achieving that 
goal if our officers and members avail of this opportunity. I 
am rather disappointed that the attendance thus far at the 
practice sessions has been very disappointing. Bro. 
Bardwell, and I, encourage the officers and our members 
who are keen on learning the ritual to attend the practices 
and all attend the Certificate Association practices. The 
cipher monitors have made it easier for us to “memorize” the 
words. We learn the interaction, floor work and practice the 
spoken word. Please contact Bro. Bardwell, me or any 
officer if you wish to learn and participate in degree work.  

I look forward to seeing you on May 1
st
 when we honor 

four worthy young men & women with the Honesty and 
Integrity Award.   

It is likely that we will confer another Fellow Craft degree 
on May 15

th
. 

See you in Lodge. 
Naresh Sharma, P.M.    Worshipful Master 2014 

 

PAST EVENTS: 
April 3rd W. Bro. Ken Streater came in from the 
Preparation Room to remind us why we need to 
rededicate ourselves to the principles and tenets of our 
great Fraternity and re-obligate ourselves to remind us, 
again, of the obligations we have all taken at the Altar to 
make us better citizens, better men and to conduct 
ourselves, outside the Lodge, in a manner that will make 
all around us better. Bro. Streater then knelt at the Altar 
and all Brethren assembled West of the Altar to take the 
obligation of a Master Mason. The Lodge discussed the 
listing agreement of the Real Estate agent and 
authorized the appointed committee to make the 
appropriate amendments. 
 
April 17th We passed one candidate, out of four Entered 
Apprentices learning the catechism, to the Fellow Craft 
degree. After the degree the Charity committee 
recommended that the Lodge contribute $500 each to 
the Scottish Rite Learning Center, Grand Lodge 
Dyslexia Program, Shrine Hospital and Boy Scouts of 
America and send $100 each to The Order of DeMolay 
and the Order of Rainbow Girls. In addition the 
committee recommended that the Lodge give $500 each 
to the Honesty & Integrity Award recipients. The W.M. 
directed the Real Estate committee to study the 
proposed tenant mentioned by the outgoing real estate 
agent and report relevant details to the Lodge. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May: Honesty and Integrity Program 

July: Magic Show for our children and grandchildren 
August: a possible bus trip for Lodge members to 
WWII museum in New Orleans 
October: Past Master's Night. Recognize 25/50 year 
members 

November: Election of officers 
 

Invited Guests or Friends are welcome  
at all Open/Meal events 

 

MAY 1st Open meeting Honesty 
and Integrity awards! 

If you need a ride to attend Lodge, please notify the 
Master or Secretary, whose phone numbers are at the top 
of this Newsletter. Arrangements will be made for a driving 
member in your area to pick you up. 

 

May Birthdays 

5/6 WILLIAM  NEWBERRY   

5/10 LAWRENCE  DARSAM  

5/13 KEITH  SHUFORD  

5/15 TURHAN AK  

5/16 DAVID  APPLEGATE   

5/17 BRIAN PRICE  

5/18 REV. LARRY  BOSSIER  

5/21 BATEMAN  HUTCHISON  

5/26 RICHARD  HEYWOOD  

5/28 ROBERT  ZINN  

5/29 BENJAMIN LARISEY  

5/30 TIMOTHY  ATKINS  

5/31 CHRISTOPHER  REID  

 

DEGREE PRACTICE 
Will be announced in lodge. 

All officers are requested to attend. Brethren are encouraged to 
attend and learn degree work so they may help others learn  and 
participate. 
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Other Masonic Events 
 

AAccaacciiaa  SShhrriinnee  mmeeeettss  wwiitthh  ddiinnnneerr  sseerrvveedd  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..  aanndd  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::0000  PPMM  eevveerryy  33
rrdd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aatt  77999911  SS..  CCoommmmeerrccee  AAvvee..  
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet on the 1st Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at St. James Lodge. 
 

LLooddggee  ooff  tthhee  NNiinnee  MMuusseess  ##99,,  FF&&AAMM,,  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  WWeeddnneessddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  aatt  SStt..  JJaammeess  LLooddggee..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  PPMM..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  vviissiittiinngg,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ddrreessss  ccooddee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss..    
  

  

Livingston Certificate Association meets at 6:30 P.M on the first Friday of each month, with dinner at 6 P.M., at Pine Grove Lodge # 288 on Pine Street, 
in Ponchatoula, LA. 
 

SSccoottttiisshh  RRiittee  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee  VVaalllleeyy  mmeeeettss  oonn  tthhee  22
nndd

  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh,,  ddiinnnneerr  aatt  66::3300  PPMM,,  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300  PPMM,,  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  oonn  FFlloorriiddaa  
BBoouulleevvaarrdd..  TThhee  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill  mmeeeettss  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnssiissttoorryy  aatt  66::0000  PP..MM..  oonn  tthhee  22

nndd
  MMoonnddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  ssttaatteedd  mmeeeettiinngg..  

 

Baton Rouge Certificate Association meets at 7 P.M. with dinner at 6:30 P.M. on the third Friday of each month at Trinity Union Lodge # 372. 
  

Your article could have been here. Submit articles to Bob Zinn, N5bz@cox.net 
Please send your articles as soon as possible after the second regular meeting of the month so I 

can ready the newsletter by a week before the first meeting of the next month. 

Greetings from the West 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Fraternally yours,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R. Shane Marchand, Senior Warden, St. James Lodge #47 

 

Greetings from the South Brethren! 

 

I'd like to take a moment to offer thanks on behalf of the Stewards and 

myself to all of the other officers who chip in and help out with the myriad 

of tasks before and after the meeting to pull everything together. 

 

We're still looking for proud chefs among the membership who want to wow the Lodge 

with their special dish. Please let me know if you're interested in sharing your 

talents with the Lodge. 

 

The Louisiana Handbook of Masonic Law (HOML) at present comprises some 190 odd pages 

covering such a range of subjects as to provide guidance on just about any possible 

subject that might come before a Lodge. St James Lodge is fortunate to have a Library 

collection of books that stretches back through the years and includes a copy of the 

1896 HOML, which was a slender volume of 42 pages. If you examine the Grand Lodge 

Proceedings from those days you will find that the Grand Master was kept extremely 

busy answering inquiries on every subject and situation that arose in the state. By 

1933 the HOML had grown past 100 pages, and was at that point, revised, reordered and 

indexed to make finding information easier (previously the edicts were in order by 

year issued rather than subject!). 

 

Tracking back where and why certain things, that seem odd, came into the HOML is a 

fascinating walk through Masonic history. For example, per the HOML every Lodge must 

have a ballot box with two compartments, that preserves the secrecy of the ballot, and 

that ballot box must contain a minimum of 24 white balls (or enough to allow all 

members present to ballot if that number exceeds 24) and 7 black cubes. This seems 

like a relatively arbitrary number requirement doesn't it? In 1941 M:W: Bro. Dee A. 

Strickland was serving as Grand Master, and during his term he received many 

complaints from around the state of issues in the balloting process. He 

conscientiously investigated fully virtually all of these instances, and found, to his 

surprise, that there was almost no consistency of ballot boxes across the state. Many 

Lodges were utilizing white and black BALLS, some were therefore using open boxes so 

that members could see what they grabbed, etc. Believing this had the potential to 

introduce much disharmony among the Craft the Grand Master issued his one and only 

Edict. That Edict was approved wholeheartedly by the Grand Lodge and now appears in 

the HOML almost exactly as M:W: Bro Strickland wrote it. 

 

Even small parts of the history of our Grand Fraternity can a have a fascinating 

background when you start to look at them. 

 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Jeff Maynor, Junior Warden, St. James Lodge #47 

 

 
 

NOTES 
Membership Rosters are available in the Tyler's room when you attend Lodge or can be emailed by making a request to Joe 
Richard at jgr2@cox.net  Please inform him of changes in your mailing address, email address or phone numbers. 
 

If you received a copy of this newsletter by US Postal Service, have computer access with an e-mail address and want to 
help the Lodge save money, please send your e-mail address to W. Bro. Joe Richard, jgr2@cox.net so that he can update 
the database.  
You will then receive an e-mail each month with a link that you can follow to read the latest news letter on line. 

 


